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legislative Bsesemblp,
Wednesday. 97th. February, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 pam.,
and rend prayers.

(For "'Questions on Notice"' and ''Papers
Presented'" see ''Votes and Proceedings.'']

SELECT CO-MMITTEE, RIVrERTON
ESTATE.

Rteport Presented].

.Mr. l'iesso brought up) the report of the
select committee appointed to inquire into the
offer of 68 acres in the Riverton estate for re-
patriation purposes.

Report received and read.
laon. P. Collier: is no action to be taken

on the report?
Mr. SPEAKER:- No further action can be

token to-day. Standing Order 858 provides-
If any measure or proceeding be neces-

sary uipons a report of a committee,' such
measure or proceeding shall be brought
under the consideration of the House by a
specific motion, of which notice nmust be
given in the usual manner.
Hon. P. Collier: That is the point. Should

not the notice of motion be given now-? I
understand the usual practice is for the chair-
man of the select committee to submit a specific
motion after the report has been read. I
think the hon. member would be in order in
giving notice of motion to-day.

Mr. SPEAKER: He would not be strictly
in order, but there is no reason why he should
not give notice to-day. If any bon. member
desires to give notice on this select committee's
report, I w-ill accept such notice to-day. That
has been done, but it is not quite in accord-
ance with the Standing Orders.

Mr. Piesse: I give notice that at the next
sitting of the House I shall move that the
report of the conmmiittee be taken into con.
sideration and that the committee's recom-
mendations be adopted.

MOTION-RAILWAY CONSTRUCTIO-N,
ESPERANCE NORTHWARD.

lion. T. WALKER (Xano'vna) [4.441:1
move-

''That in the opinion of this Honse the
first railway to be constructed in pursuance
of the programme of railway construction
authorised by Parliament should be the
Esperance Northward line.''

It is just possible that some hon. member may
deem this a wearisome subject again to he
introduced-the m~atter of the Esperance
Northward railway. But hon. mnembers will
bear in mind that the subject, although
not new, is of immense interest to the
people in a large area of this State.
.My reason for moving the motion is that I
observed that one of the Ministers of the
Crown in visiting ain outlying district in the
neighbourhood of Bruce Rock recently gave

the stlvrs there to believe that the first rail-
w-ay to be constructed, as soon as facilities
for construction were available, would be a
railway in that neighbourhood.

Air. Johnston: Which has not been author-
ised yet.

lo.T. WALKER: Whilst the promise
was made that that should be the first con-
sideraition of the Government when railway
construction was under notice, as I am re-
minded by the member for Wilbamts-Narrogin,
the line the Minister then promised has never

been authorised by Parliament. It has not
been considered by Parliament at all. But
the railway whose construction I am advocat-
lug to-night is, in its proposal, as old as con.
stitutional government in this State. Right
ironm the days of Sir John Forrest, when

punblic expenditure was, I may say, almost
lavished upon public buildings in Esperance
-which the Public Works Department are
now disfiguring for the sake of some old iron
attached thereto-from the days when the
(2ustoin-house w'as being built and schools
erected, there was a definite promise that a
railway should be built connecting that por-
tion of the State with other portions of the
State. andl particularly with the goldields.
Lord Forrest, then Sir John Forrest, defi-
nitely made the promise that a railway should
be constructed. In point of fact, this was one
of the first promised of all our railways. The
maps published by the Agricultural Depart-
taunt in those days contain a survey, a line
marked out, the route which the promised
railway would take, and every succeeding Gov-
crnment have more or less dealt with the mat-
ter. But for sonme reason or other, this part
of the world has been absolutely, not ne-
gected, but wronged, injured, deliberately de-
prived of the rights of development exercised
by other portions of the State. It will be
within the memory of hon. members that when
the Labour Government came into office one
of the first of their acts was to introduce a
measure dealing with the Esperance-Norseman
railway connection. You, Sir, Will remember
that that measure passed this Chamber and
was defeated in another place. Another ses-
ste'. and ngain the Bill wast introduced and
w"et with a similar fate. We were informed
in this Chamber, and informed by members
sitting ik another place, that if the line weare
to b~e considered simply as an agricultural line,
if we eore to propose a railway going no
fa rther tihan the limits of the agricultural belt
on that southern coast, the mneasure would
have a chance of success, that members who
were opposing the Bill on account of its con-
necting the goldfields with Esperanee and
therefore possibly opening up a trade route
from Adelaide to the goldfields, that those
mnembers would then have no further objec-
tion. Following this hint, very forcibly ex-
pressed by members and in the Press and on
the public pilatformn, the Labour Governmnent
introduced a Bill for this Norseman-Esperance
line, and limited its extent to 60 miles north-
wards of Esperanee, presumably putting it
therefore upon the level of agricultural lines.
which were then so popular and were being
built pretty well everywhere in agricultural
districts in other parts of the State. The



measure passed, the work was commenced. In
fact, before the passing of that measure, the
Labour Government had showa their bona-
fides-I wish to insist upon this, because of
those who have been busy circulating the
rumour that the Labour Government were
never in earnest, that the Labour Government
could have done it if they wanted to. Let me
repeat that before the passing of the Bill the
Labour Government had showni their bona-
fides by putting on the Estimates the sum of
£10 000 for the construction of a road which
"as to be so built that it could be utilised ast
part of the permanent way of the proposed
railway when it came along. And that money
was spent in the Esperanee district, and so
much of the earthworks are there to this day,
subject, I admit, to natural corrosion and to
the injury of atmosphere, and of rain and
storms. The work is still there, and we can
utilise so much of it to-miorrow if the Rouse
wish. But, unfortunately, after the railway
line vas commenced in the Esperance district,
by untoward circumstances, not by any balance
of merit, but by a series of unaccountable
disasters, the Labour Government went out
of office.

The Minister for Works: That is a nice way
of putting it.

Hon. T. WALKER: It is a true way of put-
ting it. And then in came our late friend in
this Chamber as Premier, Mr. Frank Wilson.
Before he got Warm in his chair one of the
first steps he took as part of the machinery
with which to fight the elections, was to turn
up) an old report in which Mr. Mann, the Goy-
ernmnt Analyst, had said that there was salt
around Esperance, too much of it, in fact, to
make the district desirable for agricultural
settlement. It was placarded on every bust-
ings in large letters, it headed reports in the
daily and other new-spapers, of the villainous
action of the Labour Government in conceal-
ing the fact that there was salt down there
necar Esperance somewhere. And the present
Minister for Works, following the lead of his
leader, to give dramatic effect to it, to point
out the heinousness of the conduct of the
Labour Government, immediately stopped the
procedure of the work.

The Minister for Works: Oh, go on!
lHon. T. WALKER: Does the lion. member

deny it9
The Minister for Works: I do not deny the

fact, but do not put on so much frill.
Ron,. T. WALKER: Cannot the hion. muem-

lbcr take his gruel? He does not like salt,
I know, but he certainly requires curing, and
if salt will cure him T strongly advise him to
try it. T say, immediately, to give dramatic
effect, to play' to the country, those works
wvero stopped, and the officers and the wvork-
In withdrawn. Yet the Government them-
selves could not put a good face upon it.
They could not of themselves vindicate or
defend the course they had taken. They de-
sired a Royal Commission, possibly to white-
wash them, to inquire into the character of
those lands, their fitness for agriculture, and
the need for a railwayv. That Commission
prolonged their labours. In view of the re-
sults obtained I am not going to blame them.

Having read their report, and the report of
the evidence taken before them, I think
they dlid excellent and conscientious work.
But lion. members will recollect that it was
-a long delay and waiting, a long time of
anxiety for the settlers in that district, men
who had gone there, as this report shows,
oil the assurance of Governments that a rail-
way would be built in that district, men who
had taken up laud there in the conviction that
a railway would at least follow their settle-
ment. I tried to hurry on this Commission.
I could not for the life of me see at that
time the wisdom of taking trips to the East
to investigate the characteristics of the mal-
lee country there, to see what was being
done at Pinaroo, Minaroo, and other districts
where they have niallee to cultivate. But
eventually a report was obtained front the
Commission, and that report absolutely vin-
dicated the position the Labour Government
had taken up, the position which I, as mom.
her for the district, had defended time after
time, and which my predecessors, represent-
ing that district, had also done, vindicated
and confirmed it up to the hilt. Wre were led
to imagine that if this report were confirnia-
tory of the position taken up by the Labour
Government, if the leads were fit for settle-
ineat and if the railway would be of service
in the further settlement of the country, that
immediately the word was given works
would be proceeded with. There are rails
now stored at Esperance, rails and fasten-
ingsf.

Mr. Harrison: flow much?
Hon. T. WALKER: Ten miles of rails and

fastenings. So much could be proceeded
with, a,,d the work would be so much the
sooner accomplished after this ten-mile length
"-as comp)leted. But they are left there use-
less, doing '10 service to anyone at the pre-
sent moment. Yet, so long ago as last April
when Ivwas dealing with this nmatter the
Minister for Works interrupted me. I had
said that the action of the Minister for
Works, on the occasion of speaking on the
construction of this line, was drastic and
erratic, and the M'inister for Works inter-
rupted me by saying that there was nothing
erratic about it, anti that it was intensely
businesslike.

The Minister for Works: And so it was.
Hfot. T. WALKER: It was absolutely un-

businesslike.
The Minister for Works: That is your

opinion.
Hon. T'. WALKER: It is more than opin-

ion; it is fact.
The MNinister for Works: You do not know

anything about it.
Hon. T. WALKER: I cannot be taught by

the lion. member.
The Minister for Works: I do not suppose

you can.
Hon. T. WALKER: I said then in answer

to the Mlinister-and I think now there is the
sting of the bee about him-'Bee-like and
most erraic't The Minister for Works said,
'' r ronld start it again as soon as I get the
word to do so.''

The Minister for Works: So I could.
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lRon. T1. WALKER: WVhat word is the Min-
ister waiting for, the publication of this re-
portI

The MNinister for Works: No.
Honl. T. WALKER: The completion of

these rails? That is not the only occasion
when reference was made to the report of
the Royal Commission. The Government
would not do anything until the Royal Corn
mission reported to this H~ouse. As soon as
the report was given the work was to be pro-
reeiled with, [t September last, I made
other referens-es to this matter. I was urg-
ing then the comnpletion of tliis report. I
said "'When will these i nquirties be coni
pleted.'' The Minister for Works was speak-
ing at the time, uand lie said-

I cannot say. If it should hW found that
it is wise to go onl with the construction
of that railway* it canl be started within
seven days or a fortnight after the word
has been given. There has been some little
delay, but in the interests of the State it
is far better that we should be assured than.
rush along spending a lot of money onlY
to find nut thalt it is all a mistake.
The Mlinister for Work-: Whose statement

was that!
Hon. T. WALKER: These are the words of

the Minister for Works, He was then, in
charge of the Works Department as a men,-
her of another Government. Could the House
read those words without taking theam as
an assurance that as sootn as these inquiries
hall been completed the work would be pro-
ceeded with, within seven days or a fort-
rtightl The Mlinister apologises for the de.
lay by saying that it was better to wait and
be sure than to go along and find we had
made a mistake.

The 'Minister for Works: All things being
equal, wve would soon start the work.

Ron. T. WALKER: All things being equal!
This is the assurance given here so long ago
as last September. that within seven days or
a fortnight the work could be commenced.
Did I sy September last? I meant it was
in September last, 12 months ago, that is
in 1916. when these words were said. The
sev"en dlays have passed into months, and are
now going into years, since the hon. member
made that promise. The war was onl; there
was difficulty in procnring rails, and all the
attendant disasters of inability to finance
wer.' there then that are here now, and this
wasq the assurance that was given us at that
time.

The Minister for Works: We have six miles
of rails; that is all we have been able to get.'lion. T. WALKER: I do not care what the
Government have had since then. What T am
asking now is, when they do get rails,' that
they honour their promise, a promise made
in words of this character and in still
stronger language, which I shall be able to
produce before I resume my seat. I
ask that the Government shall keep
faith with the people of Esperanee.
When they see Ministers going about the
country and telling the people that such and
such a line will receive priority of considera-
tion I am in duty bound to ask the House to
keep Ministers to their word, and not let them

play fast and loose with the imiportant inter-
ests of the State. It wait a strange coincidence
that this report of the Royal Commission was
not read until the by-election for the Brown-
hill-Ivanhoe seat. Mr. Scaddan was standing
for election at that time. He was interested
in the construction of this line. The goldfields
people themselves have always taken a strong
view upon the necessity for the construction of
this railway, and it was; imperative that Mr.
Scaddan should have soume Ministerial sup.
port for the construction of that line. This
support camne along in the shape of the report
being published during the c-urrency of that
election. it wvas issued then and hastened on,
and the line was promised. Last July a depu-
tation waited upon the present Premier. It
"was inuring the warmth and heat of an iee-
lion, I will admit, but I admire the cool, eahin
and deliberate manner in which the Premier
made his reply to the deputation which then
waited upon him.

Hotn. P. Collier: It was received with great
applause.

Hion. T. WALKER: It was in regard to the
continuance of the line. The speech of the
Premier was so gnod that I am sure he will
pardon tie if I try to immortalise it by plac.
ing it upon the eternal records of this Cham-
ber. The Premier in the course of his reply
said-

It was interesting to bin, to meet those
"-ho were so strongly in the movement, which
they had so much at hseart for such a length
of time.

These are words that T should use, but they
have fallen from the cal,,, lips of our modest
Premier. He continues-

The mistake hadl been, that people hall been
allowed to settle there before a railway went
through. His opinion was that the people
should not precede a railway, but that a
railway should precede the people.

That is really good, but how long have the
Government been in preceding these people
with a railway? They never tried to precede
the people there. The Premier continues-

And the State in that respect wanted to be
more careful in the future. A government
having satisfied itself as to the capabilities
of a district should carry a railway to it,
arid not leave the building of one until the
pioneering movement was over. He did not
know much about the history of the move-
ment in the early days, but he knew that the
people had gone on the land. He could hardly
imagine that these people would have done
so without being satisfied in their own mind
that they were going to have a railway at
an early date. A nian would be a fool who
would have gone on the land otherwise.

That is what we have always been saying.
The Premier: Quite right.
Hon. T. WALKER: I quite agree with that.

I am absolutely in accord with the utterance
of the Premier on that occasion. I am only
wondering why he did not let this galvanic
state of zeal and enthusiasm continue until
he had magnetised or hypnotised his colleagues
into his own way of thinking. Mr. Kirwan
then said that the Scaddain Government pro-
mised the railway but did not anticipate the
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opposition of the Legislative Council. The
Premier continued-

.He was not a great politician in the ordin-
ary acceptation of the term. It was a long
tinic since hie wvent into Parliament, and he
bad gone there to look in the first instance
.after the State, and then after the interests
of his own electorate.

I commend him for tlhese views. They are
excellent. Let him apply them now and I shall
be satisfied. H1e goes on-

He had very often voted against his own~
party when hie thought they were not oil the
right track. Ile hoped they "-ould not enter-
tain any feeling that it was a political "love.
111011t.
]Tot. P'. Collier: He had his doubts about

that.
Mr. -Munsie: It was an awkward time to

make such a statement.
lion. T. WINALKER: The Premier contin-

ued]-
le had no doubt as to the sincerity of their
presence there that morning. It was his
duty to think of W'eatern, Australia first and
the conditions best suited to the development
of the country, and the people. He had been
pleased the previous evening to make the
announcement that the Commission, that had
beent appointed to inquire into the Esperance
lands, had reported that the line should be
comupleted as soon as possible and extended
to Norseman.

He has gone further than the Labour Govern-
ment went with our Bill of 60 miles north.
wards. He has become a fresh advocate for
extending the line right through and linking it
up with tile goldfields and be mnade that an-
nounceillent at Mr. &caddan's electioneering
meeting.

'-%r. Green: He got an urgent wire whet, on
the goldfields.

.Mr. ,Johnston:z That is to his credit. It is a
good announcenment.

Hon. T. WALKER: Am I not commending
him for itl

The Premier: It was not at the eleetioll meet-
ing.

Mr. Mtutsie: Yes, it was.
Mr. Green: We were there to hear you.
The Premier: That was in answer to a depu-.

tation.
Hon. T. WALKER., The Prelniqr said "He

had] )een pleased on the previous night.''
The Premier: So I was. Quite right.
Hon. T. WALKER: That was an election

meeting. The Premier said, ''To make the an-
nouncement that the Commission that had been
appointed to inquire into the Esperance lands
had reported that the line should be completed
as soon as, possible and extended to Norseman."
He said he had been pleased to announce this.

Mr. Harrison: Has it been possible to build
the line sine?

Hion. T. WALKZER: It has been possible to
start it, and use the metal which is there, and
to do something.

The Minister for Works: Ts it worth while
for the people down there to start with the
little material we have?

Hon. T. WALKER: Undoubtedly.
The MHinister for Works: Rubbish; talk

sense!

Hon. T. WALKER: 1 do not want the bon.
member to begin to teach me senise, or I should
soon be in the asylum.

The Minister for Works: You talk rubbish
like that.

lion. T. WALKER: Let the lion1. gentleman
set the example, as a Minister of the Crown.

The Minister for Works: Then do not talk
rubbish.

Hon. T. WALKER: Let him not he all ass.
The M~inister for Works: Solne people have

not sense enough to he an ass; dto not talk rub-
bish.

lHon. T. WALKER: The Mginister does ilot
lie it.

Mr. Holnman: That is an ultimatm.
Hion. T. WALKER: The Premier con-

tinned-
Parliament had agreed to construct 60 miles
of railway northwards fronm Esperane and
the Commission had been appointed to go fur-
ther into the matter. The Commnission made
an exhtaustive investigation. Its memnbers
were perfectly honest and serious in the work
upon which they were engaged. Therefore he
thought lie had the right to htonour their re
port.
Mr. H-iarrison,: It takes mntey.
[-Ton. T. WALKER! Of course, hut has the

hon. mnember observed the ternms of my motion?
I an) only asking now thlat tihis House affir~ns
that, when mnley and rails are available, this
shall be the first line to be constructed. There
are rumiours that the Government intend to con-
sider other portions of tile State, more particu-
larly in the neighbourhood of Bruce Rock. In
answer to a qutestioln the othter day the Premier
told me that, wvhen money wvas available, the
Governeteat would take into consideration
which lines should be first constructed, and
those wh~ich best suited the interests of the State
would he the first to receive attention-an
evasive answer which would enable them to say
that the railway near Bruce Rock or Kondinin
wits preferable to thle one I anm advocating. I
a~m asking that "e shall, as the Premier said,
hlonour the report of thle Royal Commission and
build one of the longest promised railway lines
in the state. rhe report of the Premier's speech
goes on-

So far as the Government are concerned, he
could safely say this, p~erhlaps *this was the
whole secret of the debate.

anti this is why I call the Premier modest-
He could safely say this, that while not mak-
ing any promise that would comnmit his col-
leagues, he felt sure that the report of the
Commission would be honoured by tile present
Government.
Mr. Harrison: There is wisdom thlere.
Hon. T. WALKER: Imagine the Premier of

the country speaking in those mlodified termns,
as though himnself, as an honourable 'nan, con-
vinced of the necessity for tile construction of
this line, he declares "'I have to ask my col-
leagues if they are honourable, too.''

The Premier: Oh, no!
Hon. T. WALKER: It mesans that. The

Premier would not pledge his colleagues a]-
though he says, as a point of honour, that
line should be constructed. The finding, thle
Premier adds, must be honoured and he be-
lieved the Government would honour it, but
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he dared not say so without asking his col-
leagues. Those colleagues of his are not
honouring it. They have had the opportunity
of saying that it shall be the first line to be
constructed. Then the Premier goes on-

At the sanme time he would like to say
that he could not agree to introduce a Bill
during the short session of Parliament for
the eonstruction of the rnilway to Norse-
man. He had given a strict undertaking that
no legislation of a eontroversiail character
would be introdunced dluring thle forthcoming
session.

That is a very mild excuse after we bave had
such Bills as the Criminal Code Amendment
Bill, the Prison Act Amendment Bill, and the
Health Bill, all Controversial. f shall be satis-
fied to receive an assurance that the construe-
tion of the railway itill be thle first in its order
as authorised as soon as cohditions. permit.
The Premier goes on-

Mr. Kirw'an had admitted it was a contro-
versial matter, and the miere fact tb-at the
agitation had gone on for 25 years made it
evident that it was a controv-ersial mnatter.
Having given that undertaking, they' would'
understand that lie must observe it in view
of the report of the Royal Commission. 11 e
felt confident that the Government would
timnd it to be their bounden duty to proceed
with the construction of the line as soon as
they possibly could.

I ask now whethier the Gov-erment are still
of the same opinion. If so, this line must be
the first constructed. The Premier goes on to
say-

But the conntry was not in the same position
as it had been in the preceding years. One
speaker said that he had never known aGov-
ernment to be other than hard up. The posi-
tion nowr was very different from what it had
been before. The money inarket in Europe
was absolutely closed. The time was when
the door was alwvays open to us. 'Money
could not be procured from the Old Country
now. Our last monrey had comae through the
Commonwealth andi in exchange for that
money the Commonwealth had taken Treas-
uryv bills and the Commonwealth were de-
manding that the bills should be taet on
maturity. He hoped the Commonwealth Coy-
ernatnent would conic to its senses and not
insist on payment wihen the bills matured
beause he was told that there was a dis-
rinet understanding that the bills would not
be collected until some time after the finish
of the war. Outside that source it wonld he
diifficult for Western Australia to get loan
money for pubikc works. They might he
assur ed that the Government would do all
it possibly could to obtain the money by
loan as we could not use Consolidated
Revenue in order to keep the wheels of in-
dustry going and encourage production. His
opinion was that when they had actually
been started and the men had beea taken
off the land, it was a breach of faith-

Those are words stronger than I should use,
and if I did use them I would be accused of
stupidity by the Mfinister for Works. The
Premier wveot on-

if thle Oovernmnt did not now, in the face
of the Commission's report, continue the
construction of that line as soon as possible,
and he would do all he could to induce his
colleagues to support that view, and know-
ing that his colleagues were in sympathy
with the goldields, and knowing they were
imbued with the desire to assist not only one
part of Western Australia, but the State
as a whole, he felt sure that the interests of
this particular part of the country would
not be neglected. He would read the recoinl-
miemdations of the report of the Commis-
sioner;, and in doing so would say that be
would place the greatest reliance on it.

I- do not think I need go any further. The
Premier continued by giving his own personal
opinion that thle line should not stop in a
desert, so to speak; his opinion was that it
should go right through to Norseman.

The Pmemiei: If it was worth putting there,
it should go to Norseman,

Hon. T. WALKER: I have always held that
view. I agree Uith the Premier, but nothing
whatever has been done.

Mr, Harrison:. YOU want to get off the mark
first.

Hon]. T. WALKER: I want to fix this matter
definitely. We have h-ad so any promises and
evasions. There have been so many accidents
deliberate accidents somte of them, that I
wvant the direction of this House, and I want
the opinion expressed by members, that it
is only common justice that this line should
be the next to be constructed, as soon as
funds and material are available. I ant
justified in asking that because of the eva-
sionls during the currency of the life of the
present G-overinent. Questions were asked
as to whether this line would be the first
to be constructed when the programme of
construction was renewed, and I was not told
whether it would or would not, but that thme
Government considered any line that seemed
to thenm to be the best in the interests of the
country at the time would be constructed.

The Mintister for Works:, Who told von
that?

Hun. T. WALKER: The Premier. I am.
therefore, justified in resisting and resenting
this kind of evasion. Hon. members who live
in more prosperous parts of the State ca 'n
scarcely imagine the sufferings which hare
been endured by the Esperanee settlers. It
has been at marvel to me that the men have
stayed there so long. Their faith in the land
has been such that, notwithstanding the fact
that no markets were available to them, that
all kinds of illusory hopes were held opt to
them by Government after Government only
to fail, they still continue in their belief that
this is the spot n-here homes can be built and
the country setted.

Mr. Harrison: It shows thme metal of the
men on the land there.

Hon. T. WALKER: And I do not think the
hion. member will he an advocate of treating
this metal with scorn and contempt. These
are the people we should seek to serve, men
who have risked so muche, who have with-
stood every possible kind of privation, and
who have made every human sacrifice to show
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their faith in the character of the soil and
its possibilities. We can afford to neglect
the nomads and the wasters, but the people at
Esperanto are made of that stuff which
builds uip a natiou and makes it great. The
party onl this side of thme House has always
been for every section of the conimunity,
and for every portion of the State. It has
always been opposed to that selfish parochi-
alisim that would strangle all the rest of
Western Australia in order that one part of
it mighit have a monopoly of thle markets.

Mr. Mialey: What about the debate on thle
wheat mnarketing business, did you show any
signs of it there?

Hoo. T. WALKER: Undoubtedly. '[he
district of Esperance was excluded; it was
left out fromn the wheat pool; it was ignored.

Tile Minister for Works: I sent a camel
train duwn there.

Mr. SP EAKER: I do not thaink we canl
discuiss the wheat pool on this mnotion.

Hon. T. WALKER: I am showing how
these settlers have suffered. The Minister
for Works sent a camiel team down there but
hie charged a fair price.

Th,'le 'Minister for Works: You cannot call
it exorbitant.

Hon. T. WALKER: I do not know.
Member: The lion. member does not know

anything about caumels.
Hon. T. WALKER: To show their -enter-

prise, the settlers have actually hired a
camel team to cart their wheat.

The Mfinister for Works: Three teams.
Hon. T. W'ALKER: Private enterprise oi"

the spot is willing to do something to make
good the deficiencies of the Goverameot, but
the Government have not Conic to their as-
sistance one iota. Only recently the G-ov-
ernimient sent Mr. Huby down to the district
to make inquiries. I have not yet learned
thle result of his report. Preparations are
being made for next year's harvest and the
people do not know what is ini store for
theai5

The Mfinister for Works: I have done the
best I can.

l1on. T. WALKER: I am grateful for any-
thing that has been done, but these people
are in a neglected portion of thle State. I
know thle country miembers are in favour of
the principle of deceutralisation, of distribu-
ing throughout the length and breadth of thle
country all that it is possible to do. They
wish to see the State of Western Australia
simultaneously developed in all its parts.

Mr. Pickering:- Equally with the inemiber
for Kanowna.

Non. T. WALKER: Before any of the
members of the Country party left the Lib-
erals T advocated this. Those are the prin-
ciples which I say the country party cannot
go against. If they believe in fair play, de-
centralisation, the honouring of a promise
made for 25 years, and if they believe in the
Premiers own statement, if they believe in
comumon justice, they must support my mo-
tion; besides which, I take it at this junc-
ture it is more essentially necessary that
that portion of the State should be de-
veloped. Here is a country that opens cot at
the seaboard to one of the finest harbours in the

State. I heard that harbour sneered at years ago
and now my every word is supported by the re-
port. There are gardens right down to the coast,
thle land is all of a universally good quality
right to Ravensthorpe. -Northward thle land hat;
been not only tested for its productiveness, but
it has actually been demonstrated by the evi-
dence of the Royal Comniission. It has beeii
shown to com pare even more than favourably
with that class of country in Victoria and South
Australia. We are on the verge of repatriating
our mien who are fighting for the welfare of the
country. They will come back and( they Cannot
all be mnarket gardeners, as was said the other
night. They Cannot all be steep farmners, but
here is a State in itself, a country easy of ac-
cess from thle ocean, in closer proximity to the
rest of the commercial world of Australia than
even Fremautle and Perth.

Mr. Johnston? That is thle trouble.
Hon,. T. WALKER: I know. If it were not

for that short-sightedness, there would be no
trouble at all- We must have these links of con-
nection. We must have commercial lines closely
bound,
.Mr. Harrison: flow long do you think it will

be before the railway would pay?
Rom. T. WALKER: it would not be long,

especially if thle views of tile Premier are car-
ried out and the railway connected With Norse-
inn. Then there would be a continuous streaml

of people, those on pleaure bent and( those
travelling for eoimnercian Ipurposes.

Th le Mfinister for Works: Passenger traffic
hkardily pays anywhere in the world.

lRon. '. WALKER: But this part is nearer
the East thaii Preniantle. We would have
freight landed at that port -for the gold fiehid.
If we hail to wait until a railway pays we
should not buildl any railways because railways
are looked onl as aids to development. They are
Par-t of the machinery by which we make the
desert into a garden. That is the object, to
carry out settlement, to extend it and keep it
prosperous, to give. it the mecans of bringing thle
earth to its utmost fructivity. Those members
who sit on the cross benches representing de-
centralisation must support my motion.

MNr. Harrison: WVhat sort of a fix would y-ou
be in if the line remained at the 60 miles!

Hon. T. WALIKER: It wvonid be easy for the
G.overnmnent to bring down a Bill, and I believe
it would pass both Houses without any trouble,
to joint thle two portions. This motion is ex-
pressimg thle opinlion that this line shiall be coi-

niecte(d. Thei 60 miles was a suggestion in defer-
ence to the other Chamber ',ad somec portions
of this Chamber; to the member for NorthaIM
(Hon. .1. MNitchell) who said, 'Iff you make it
purely an agricultural line we will vote for it.''
These members were taken at their word, but
whoever thought that the railway would stop)
at the 60 miles? Everyone knew that thle line
must be continued, that the gap) must be filled

iLn.
The 'Minister for Works: 'This is a leg in-
]Iton. TV. WALKER: The difficulty is in get-

ting over time stile, by the introduction of a Bill,
promised in fact by the Premier for time con-
tinuation of the line to Norseman. it is enough
to make one lose every shred of confidence in
thme word of a amember of parliameat or a Minl-
ister or thle vote of Parliament, if we leave un-
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finished and untouched. when the opportunity
comes, the continuation of this work. Nothing
has been promised more solemnly. No more
solemn pledge has been given than to go on
with the work within seven days after the re-
port justified it.

The -Minister for Works: It was not promised
within seven dlays. I said, '"It could he.'l

Rion. T. WVALKER: The lion. nmember said
it would be. possible. Was the lion. member jug-
gling with words if hie did not mean what the
words conveyed; that when the report came for-
ward, within seven days he would start?

The Minister for Works: No, they ''could

R on. T. WALKER: If the lion, member said
seven dlays and meant seven years, then he was
uising language that is deflierately misleading.
I desire an honest opinion from the IHouse that
no other line shall be started in priority to this.
Let there be no misunderstanding. it must be
started in the oiler in which the auithorisation
was granted by Parliament. This line stands
next on the list. 'In place it second or third is
at breach of faith, and a great wrong wvill be
d]one this portion or the country which has such
untold possibilities.

Mr. Pickering., Is the settlement increasing
or decreasing?

Ron. IT. WALKER: I am afraid it cannot
be increasing because of promise after promi se
being broken. The old iron is being taken off
the buildings which have been there for 20
years. They are simply robbing it in- In som'e
instances suggestions have been thrown out, to
settlers ''to go somewhere else, to comec into
the wheat belt.''

The Minister for Works: Who is saying
that?

Hon. T. WALKER: The suggestion has been
made.

Mr. Harrison: DO YOU not think it a wie
suggestionI

Honl. T. WALKER: I do not want to meil-
tion names but T heard it evens this morning.

The Minister for Works:You never heard it
from Me.

Hon. 'T. WALKcER: These people have been
badly treated. They are getting dissatisfied.
If Esperance were nearer to Perth they would
express their dissatisfaction more Strikingly
and forcibly. Hon. nmembers would hear from
them to their discomfort. I Commnend my mo-
tion to the consideration of the House.

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [5.46]: IF have
great pleasure in seconding the motion. To
a ertain extent I am discouraged when I
find that the logical observations which have
been delivered with such fervour by the
member for the district most immediately
concerned are received with, hilarity in this
Chamber.

Hon. T. Walker: By Ministers.
Mr. GREEN: By certain 'Ministers, and by

certain hon. members sitting opposite. It
makes one think that there is a great del
to be said for that scheme of locating the
seat of government which has been adopted
in South Africa. There the capital has been
established far from Capetown, well inland,
so that the views of the people of the interior
should be continually before the deliberative
Chambers when discussing affairs of State.

I am reminded, too, that in Anmerica the
practice has always been to place the capital
of a State as near as possible to its Centre,
whether the particular town selected for the
purpose be in itself of any importance or
not. Indeed, the object has rather been to
establish the Government in a town which,
to begin with, has been of no particular dis-
tinction, %%ith a view to counteracting the in-
fluence of vested interests, which in every
Country seem~s to have a tendency to draw
all trade towards the already over-crowded
centres of commerce. Let me direct atten-
tioni to a falet which should hardly need
pointing out in this country-a fact, in-
deed, emiphiasised last night by the member
for imiberley (Mr. Durack) when making a
special appeal for his vast and remote terri-
tory. If there is one tiling which, in Aus-
tralia. we have to fight against more than
any Other,' if there is one problem which
confronts 'is more menacingly than do aUl
others, it is the tendency towards large aig-
gregations of population in small districts,
whilst we have imnmense domains absolutely
untenanted. In this small Perth of ours, the
capital of what in point of size ust be con-
sidered a vast empire, no less than 38 per
cent, of our population is gathered together.
And yet we find members of the Country
party, or at all events some of them, treat-
ing the remarks of the mover with levity.

Mr. Johnston: This party took those re-
marks vecry seriously.
Mr' GREEN: I recognise that some memn-

hers of the Country party received them ser-
iously, but I cannot believe that one member
was viewing the subject in a broad spirit
,%vhell lie sought to put a half-Nelson on the
argument by asking, "'Will the railway pay
fromn the start?' TLct me refer the hon. mem-
ber to the last report of the Commissioner of
Railways, in which hie will find references
to most of the railways which he and other
mnembers of the Country party, and members
of the Liberal party, and, indeed, members
of this party, were so anxious to pass in
order that development might procecd in this
country. When those lines of railway were
mooted, no one asked whether they were go-
ing to pay immediately. But because the Es-
perance-Northward railway is to serve a dis-
trict far removed from f he sent of govern.
ment, because it is not backed by the great
vested interests, it becomes a mnatter for
levity. Certain Ministers and umembers are
moved to hilarity because the Esperante set.
tiers are debarred from developing their por-
tion of Western Australia.

The Mfinister for Works: Nothing of the
kind.

Mr. GREEN: I fail utterly to understand
how a lian like the Premier, who was born.
in Western Australia. and a man like the -
iater for Works, who has spent so manny years
in this country, can set their faces against a
district like Esperanee and try' to prevent
its opening upl. Let the facts speak for them-
selves. When the Labour G'overnmnent left
offiec, the Espcranc-Northward railway was
already being constructed. Then, for the
first time in the histo-y Of any country in
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thle world, thle construction of a properly
authorised railw~ay was stopped. Such a
position is nothing short of scandalous. Iu
view of it, canl one be surprised at the fact
that the goldfields for years have niot returned
a Liberal for any constituency?

Mr. Davies: Was any reason advanced for
stopping the construction?

'Mr. Munsie: It was stopped on thle strength
of a report about tenl years old.

Hon. T. Walker: A stupid report.
Air. GREEN: The Government set a Royal

Commnission, to work. This idea of Royal
Commnissions, which has for its object invari-
ably the shelving of responsibility, which
seeks to place responsibility upon thle shoul-
ders of someone else, ought to be resisted
on every occasion. The Royal Commission
it was hoped by some of those responsible
for the appointment would report that the
Esperance country was valueless and dlid not
justify a railway. I believe that thought
was deep down in the mninds of many of the
present Ministers.

110,,. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Would the gentleman who was ap-
pointed chairman of that Royal Comnmission
hare been selected if the wish had been to
condenin the railway? That is a very per-
tinent question.

Mr. GREEN: I do nlot wish to be inter-
rupted by the Honorary Minister. I am say.
ing nothing against the Royal Conmmission.
I do say that thle practice of appointing
Royal Commissions upon subjects which are
obvious and plain and clear to members of
this Chamber is something that we should
protest against. I protest against it as re-
gards this railway. But I believe the Gov-
ernment had somle justification, because
sonic members of the Ministry did not really
believe that the Esperance land could grow
wheat successfully.

Hrn. T'. Walker: Sonice of then, believed
it.

Mr. GREEN: We were informed that the
G~overnm~ent intended to wait until the re-
port of the Royal Commlission was available.
The report was furnished, and any member
who has read it must honestly admit that no
report on land in anly portion of Western
Australia has beeni couched in miore glowing
termis. Thle report speaks enthusiastically
of the possibilities of the Esperaine land for
Cultivation.

Hl. 1'. E. S. Willmnott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Do not forget that it was stated the
Royal Commission were appointed to con-
loin the railway. That was staled by the
muembiler for Hannlans.

Honl. T1. Walker: The Royal Com .. ission
'lid that, too.

Mr. GREEN: Having regard to the eon-
(]et of certain past Governments of this
State, the susplicionI in the mninds of gold-
fields representatives, that there was some-
thling sinister about the appointment of the
Royal Commission, night appear to be well
Founded. M-%y own view is that the Royal
Conmmission builded better, or grander, than
:lm Ministers by whom they were appointed
aipected them to do.

Heon. T1. Walker: The report stopped the
building of the railway.

Mr. GREEN: The report was such as not
to leave a scintilla of doubt in the mind of
atty unprejudiced person that the railway
ought to be built at the first possible moment.
As thle mover has remarked, the agitation
for this railway now extends over 2.3 years.
When Sir John Forrest went to the goldfields
to initiate the works connected with the
Coolgardie water scheme, in September, 1896,

adwas banqueted, there was stretched
across the banqueting hall the Belshazzar
miessage, ''We want the Esperance railway.''
Right fromt that time the railway has been
fought for in this Chamber; and o,1cc we got
a Labour Government to give a fair deal,
aiid members of a third party who were pre-
pared to do the fair thing by other parts of
the State, we got the Esperance-Northward
Railway Bill through Parliament. And the,,
after all, the construction of the railway was
stopped. Such conduct requiires some explan-
attion. If the Minister for Works is prepared
to tell as that thle stoppage was due to short-
age of material, and if hie will give the
IHouse the assurance asked for by thle mover,
that the lFsperance-Northward railway will
hie, ats it ought to be, according to precedence
in passage through Parliament, the first to
be completed when the necessary material is
available, I ani prepared to take his word.
I ami prepared to take his word as a mai, if
hie is preparad to give it. If lie is not so
prepared, I at any rate shall lose my faith in
government of WVestern Australia from, thle
coast, and will go so far as to say that our
Constitution, is entirely wrong. I will say
that, apart from the vested interests con-
trolling another place, it is impossible, with
the bulk of thle population in one corner of
this State, to get a, fair deal for a distant
portion which happens to be east of the 121st
ineritlian of longitude. Sonic amazing evi-
dence wats placed before the Royal Connis-
sion. Mir. Mann, the Governmencrt Analyst,
who favours one brand of whisky, Glenoronl
No. 10, caine along and said that by reason
of certain percentages of salts in the Esper-
ance soil wheat could not be grown success.
fully in, that district. But a higher autho-
rity on agriculture than Mr. Mann-I refer
to Mr. Sutton-entirely disproved this state-
mnent by pointing out that other portions of
the State whiel, successfull y grew wheat
showed a larger percentage of salts, and that
thle class of salt which Mr. Mann partien-
larised as being detrimental to agriculture
lad no such effect, which was due to an
entirely, different class of salt, with which
Mr. Ninon was apparently not acquaiinted.
The yield of fihe Esperance district this year
-sadly small in area it is true-is higher
than that of any other portion of thle State.
Higher, I mean, in average. The Royal Co,,l-
mission's report makes extensive references
to the fact that mnaliee country never yields
to its full] capacity uintil the lapse Of four or
five years from the time of its first cultiva-
tion. Malice country requires continuous etil-
tivaition, so that the large, circular mallee
roots, so famniliair to men who have conme from
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the lFastern States, may be completely torn
out of the ground, thus permitting of proper
cultivation. And so it is we find that the
comparatively snmall areas that have been
tilled in the district during the last few
years are now beginning to show the fruits of
successful cultivation. All we ask is that
the remarks made by the Colonial Secretary
at the opening of the Yilliniinning-Kondinin
line, the inference that other railways would
he considered before this railway, is not cor-
rect. What we want is anl assurance from
the G'overnmnent that the remarks complained
of doe not voice the policy of the Government,
that the Government are prepared to do A
fair thing by a distant portion of the State.
We will then believe that the Government,
although they differ fromt us in matters of
policy, are going to do an honest thing by
that neglected district.

The MTNISTER FOR WORKS (Hion. W. J.
George-Mfurray.Wepllington) [6.1]: 1 regret
i-cry much that this question of the Es-
Ilel-aile railway should always generate a
good dleal of heat which perhaps would be
better left Outside. When the rniernbr for
Kanuwna (Hoin. T. Walker) speaks in his
usunal style it is almost impossible for me
to refrain from interjecting. I ant sorY
for- it, and T apologise to the House. Tf the
lion. member had contented himself with
stating exactly the words used by the Mfin-
ister for Works there would have been no
necessity for me to interject.

Ron. T. Walker: Do you accuse Hue of
quoting you incorrectly?

The -MINISTER FOR WORKS: You did
,,ot give the whole of my words.

Hon. T. Walker: I will give the whole of
you r speech, if 'you like.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am try-
ing to put things as calmly as may he.
What I said in regard to the Esperance
railway and its stoppage was that the Gov-
ernment of the dlay, in other words tile Pre-
inier (Haon. Frank Wilson), instructed me as
Minister for Works to stop the construction
of the line. As for the argumients as to
whether it should or should not have been
stopped, they are immaterial from my point
of view. I stopped the line pending the re-
port of the Royal Commission, and in doing
so I took such precautions as I would] have
taken had I been thle contractor or the man-
ager for the contractor; that is to say. I
Ilad all my material properly stacked aw-ay.
all my cuttings attended to, and all my banks
sodded, so that there should he as little ero-
sion as possible. If the money were provided
And I was instructed by the Government to
go on, I could start the line as soon as I
could get ,n down there, in other words
in from seven to 14 days. That is what I
said. I did not sayv that as soon as the
Comumission reported, if the report was fav-
ourable. the line could and would be started.
The ''would'' part of it has to conme from
the Government to me as Minister for
Works. Let nie read to hon. mnenibers my
answer to a question Asked by the memaber
for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green) on the 1st Aug-
ust. 1917. The lion. member asked-

[s he p~repared to proceed with the con-
struetion of the Esperanee railway at once,
and so make provision for the coming
wheat crop, and in order to fulfil a promise
made to Rion. T. Walker (the member for
the district) that the work would be pro-
ceeded with within a fortnight after the
Commnission's report was furnished, if such
were found favourable to the district?

Here is ily reiply-
The m~atter of proceeding with the con-

struetion of the Esperance railway is re-
ceiving consideration. When the line was
closed down steps were taken to protect
the material and the work which had been
done, and the statement was made that the
wvork could be re-started in comparatively
little time, which is correct. Ftinds for
construction have to be provided, and this
question will be one for the Colonial
Treasurer. As there are no supplies of
rails oil ]land, and it is uncertain when
a supply will be available from the Broken
Hill Proprietary, it would he foolish at
present to either call for tenders or to
continue the work departinentally, it being
imnlossilble to do economical wvork when
there is any question Of Shortage of rails.
When the funds are provided, the Public
Works Department will he prepared to ar-
range for an early commencement of the
line.

I say the same to-day. It having been de-
cided that the line has to be built it would
not be for mec to raise any objection to the
building of the line; but if funds were avail-
able to do it [ should advise the Govern-
ment that if they wish to construct the line
economically, for thle smallest amount of
money. they should start front Norsemen
and work it through to Esperance.

Hon. T. Walker: I have no objection to
that.

Ron. WV. C. Angwin: Parliament has ob-
jected to that.

Time 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am giv-
ing that as my opinion, because to take all
the supplies by boat to Esperanee and work
the line from that place instead of fromt a
point where we are connected with rails is a
prospect no contractor would face unless lie
had such a price as would enable him to do
it. J apologise to the member for Kanowna
(lion. T. Walker) for having interjected
''rubbish.'' but it did appear to me to be
not quite the usual conimon sense the bon.
gentlemn applies to subjects, when he
wanted to make out that we should continue
that %vork with only 10 miles of rails on
hland. Wre have there 10 niles of rails, but
no prospect of getting any' more. The Lab-
our- Government ordered from the Broken
Hill P'roprietary 60 miles of rails. That was
over two years ago. I congratuluate then,
on having done so, hut we cannot get i-Ie
i-ails.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They were to have
heen delivered in February, 1917.

The MI.NISTER FOR WORKS: But they
fdid not conme to hand, am] all wie have heena

aile to get fromt Broken Hill is five or six
minles of rails out of about .5,000 tons. To



[A8SEMBLY.J

start plate-laying again and get a locomotive
down there, with ballast wagons and] other
plant, on not more thant 10 miles of rails,
would be absolute foolishness. That is what
caused me to make my remark to the lion.
gentleman. . regret if I hurt his feelings,
but I waS then speaking rather as a man
accustomed to doing the work than as a mem-
ber of Parliament. I do not propose to say
anything further in regard to the motion, be-
cause I believe it is to be left in the hands
of the Premier. But I feel it is only just to
the newv members that they should understand
the situation. If I or my colleagues had been
imbued with any malicious feeling against the
Esperanee rail-way when, six or eight mouths
ago, I was absolutely stranded for rails to
get on to the wheat stacks, I should have re-
moved those rails fromt Esperance.

Hion. W, C, Angwin: You could not have got
shipis to take them away.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, I
could.

Mr. Munsie: I would advise you not to send
anybody there to take those rails. Your
officers would get a pretty bad time.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We are
supposed to have law and order. If such an
emergency should arise I hope Providence will
give us a Government strong enough to deal
with the circumstances. Had we been desirons
of doing injury to Esperance we could have
removed those rails; but we never thought of
doing it. In order to get the necessary rails
to ship the wheat, Ir took rails fromt Kalgoorlie,
I robbed the abattoirs siding, I robbed every-
body 1. could, but not Esperance. And now,
after all, I have raised the ire of my honi.
friend opposite.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Willianis.Narrogin)
[6.12]: I have an amendment which I trust
will be acceptable to both the mover and the
seconder of the motion. I move-

"That the following words be added to the
motion:-And that all railways should he
built in the order of precedence in which
they were nuthorised by Parliament.'"
Honl. T. Walker: That principle I laid down

in iny motion.
Mr. JOIINSTON: I ami glad to hear it. IMy

amendment seeks to carry the principle far-
ther than the railway authorised the longest
of all, and still unbuilt, namely, the Esperance
railway. At present we have a number of other
railways authorised by Parliament. The third
reading of the EsperneNorthward Railway
1Bill passed the Council on the 27th JIannary,
1915-more than three years ago-and on the
3rd February, 19156, a week later, Bills auth-
orising the construction of the following rail-
ways were. passed :-Katanning-Pingrup, Yilli-
snining-Kondlinin, extension to Mferredin, Pin-
jarra-Dwarla, extension to Narrogin, and the
]3nssceltou-'Margaret River railway. These were
all approved by the Legislature of the State,
on time one day, and naturally the people in
the districts concerned in those railways are
all very anxious that they sball be built be-
fore other new proposals now being brought
for*nrdI are constructed. Precedence w-as given
by the Government of the day to the Esper.
ance line. T wish to give the previous Govern-
ment credit, not only for building good rail-

ways, but for always adopting the prin.-iple
Of liildim.g them in the order of their authori-
sation,

The -Miuister for Works: It might be lpos-
sible to build a 25-mile line when it is virtu-
ally impossible to build a line of 00 miles.

Mr. JOHNSTON: At that time we were
l)uilding 300 miles of railway at a time and
iii the order of authorisation. Personally f
do not expect to see the Government building
any further railways until after the war is
over, and I think the people in the districts
affected by the authorised lines do not expect
railway construction on any large scale until
we have pieace again. But there is at present
a feeling of alarin in the districts to be served
by those nuthorised railways, because state-
ments. have been construed as ineaning that
other lines at present not nuthorised arc to
have p~reference of construction.

Sitting suspended iron 6.1.5 to 7.30 p.ni.

'Mr. JOH1NSTO'N: In addition to the five
authorised railways I referred to before tea, I
find there is a sixth authorised railway on our
statute-book which has not been completed, that
is the Bolgaa-t extension, which was partly con-
strueted hut which, 1. understand from the mem-
ber for Toodlyay (Mir. Piesse) was stopped a
few months ago because the rails were required
in other parts of the State. All these six rail-
ways will be urgently required after the war for
the development of the agricultural areas and
in order to permit the settlers to get their pro-
duce to market. As far as the Esperance rail-
way-referred to at Such eloquent length by the
member for Kanowna. (Hon. T. Walker)-is con-
cerned. I would like to say that both on the bust-
ings and in this House I hare always supported
that particular line andI I am sure the member
for l-anownn must have been cheered, as the
people who so long fought for the railway wvere
cheered, by the very favourable and appropriate
and inspiring reply which the Premier gave to
the Esperance deputation that waited on him at
Kalgoorlie a few weeks ago. I say in aUl earn-
estness, and I would like to remind the member
for Boulder (Hon, P. Collier) that, whilst ab-
solving him entirely front blame on account of
the fight he put uip, the Labour Government
had six months in which to go ahead with the
completion of the railwray to lake Grace, anid
with the Esperance railway 60 mifles. inland,
that these two railway*s were approved by the
House of Parliament in one week. The Esper-
ance railway had been fought for at that timie
for something like 20 years and the Government
of the day, led by 'Mr. Searidan, during the six
umonths only comnnenced the railway.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Leave '.%r. Seaddan ou1t.
Mr. JOHNSTON: I would not have mlen-

tioned his namec only for the interjections which
have been muade. I know the Lake Grace railway
was huilt, very properly built, and opened by
the leader of thle Government of the day before
hit left olfee, whilst very small progress, in
comparison, was mrade during that six months
with the Esperance line. The other line was
Started, comapleted, and opened during six
months whejnj that Government were in power,
and I think, in these ci rcum stanc-es, it would ill-
becomne any member to cast any reflection on
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the genuine statement the Premier made, and
which I for one accept, in reply to the Espe-
ante Railway League at Ktalgoorlie. The nieni-
her for the district of Esperance, who so long
fought for this railway before there was a
National Government in power, and many other
members of the House should he pleased to-day
that we have a National Government in power
whose leader has given what I accept as a fair
promise to build the line as soon as possible,
and] I trust the Premier weill further show- the
people of this country the genuineness of his
desire to build the line by accepting the motion
with the aneendremont I have proposed, so that
we shall have the policy which was followed in
the past, of building railways in the order of
their auithorisation. without fear of favouritism.
again carried out in the future. I should like
to say that the third in order of construction
of the authorised railways is the line from
O'warda& to Narrogin. That railway runs through
a great district of fertile and well watered land
where there is absolutely no fear of drought at
any' time. The rainfall is from 23 to 26 inches,
the land is held in smiall areas by settlers, some
of whom hare been on the land working and
cultivating it for 20 years. This railway was
authorised three years ago. It is required not
only for the settlement and development of that
great territory, but also to save 33 miles of
freight to all the people from Narrogin south-
wards to get to their natural port of Fremantle.
Narrogin's geographical situation places it in
the fortunate position of capital of the Groat
Southern Railway. I should like just to say, too,
that this railway will serve 133,000 acres of
alienated and improved land of first class
quality.

Hon. P. Collier: Are you supporting the
au thorisation of the railway?

M1r. JOHNSTON: I am supporting its con-
struction.

Hon, P, Collier: The House has agreed to
its construction.

Mr. JOHNSTON : I am supporting the con-
struction of railways in Western Anstralia in
the order in which they were authorised by Par-
liamient and this railway is third in Order Of
authorisation, and it should be constructed at
the earliest possible date.

Hon. P. Collier: It ought to be the thirteenth.
Mr. JOHNSTON": The hon. member may

think that.
Hon. P. Collier: It is the least urgenfC
Mr. JOHN STON: I know the hon. gentle-

man at Narrogi n told a very different story.
I always understood he had some influence with
the G1overnment; of the dlay when they decided
to authorise the building of it, and his inter-
jeetious will he rend with amazement by his
many friends and political supporters in that
district. There n-ere, in addition, 4.5,000 un-
alienated acres of land when the Bill was auth-
orised by Parliament at the instigation of the
Government represented by the party which the
member for Boulder now leads.

Hon. P. Collier: How much poison land is
there?

Mr. JOHNSTON: . n poison in the dis-
trict has been, successfully eradicated]. There is
a large number of sheep depastured there to-
day. The district is producing up to -20 bushels
of w-heat to the acere and uip to two tons of hay.

The line was recommended both by the Railway
Advisory Board and the Railway Department
and the Commissioner of Railways himself
urged that the junction of the extension
should he Narrogin. The HuhIc-ny Advisory
Board recommended it as the first section ot
the great trunk line from N.\arrogi to Arena.
dale, which, when completed, will save 57 miles
of freight for the whole of that great district
to the port of Frencantle. Parliament has
apprdced of a permianent survey of this mrain
trunk line.

H~on. P. Collier: It will not be built for
20 years; I think .50 years.

M1r. -JOHN' STON: The 'Minister for Works
has told us nf the success which hans attended
his efforts in robbing, I think hie said, dif-
ferent departments of rails which were re-
quired, and I hope when the Minister again
feels anxious to secure rails, even if he descends
to robbery for the pnrpose, he will bear in
mind the necessity of this particular railway.
No more profitable undertaking, no more im-
portant public work, remains to he built in
this State. T shouldI like to say, too, that
alarming statemenuts arc eurrent in the district
in regard to the Government railway policy.
It is stated quite freely that offers have been
made to the Government similar to the offers
which caused] such a great deal of outcry in
New South Wales, by one or two wealthy
gentlemen whbo lhave agreed to find the money
for the State to build other railways in pre-
ference to this great authorised work. Onie
other railway not approved by Parliament, it
is currently reported, is to be: built quickly
with financial assistance from those interested
'a it.

M,%ember: What are the names?
Mr. -JOHNSTON:; I am glad to be able to

confirm, with the Premier's authority, the
denial which f have already felt is due to a
statement of that kind.

lion. P. Collier: What is a good national
policy in New South Wales ought not to he
amiss here.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The supp~orters of the
National Government in New South Wales had
backbone enough to prevent that policy from
being carried out there.

M-Nember:. What is the line you refer to
Mr. JOHN1STON:. Froi- Emu Hill to Bruce

Rock. It has not heen authorised by Parlia-
ment.

Hon. W_ C. Angwin: It is authorised to
Bruce Rock.

M r. JOHNSTON: If the lhon. gentleman
is again a Minister and obtains auitho-
rit '- to build a railway from, Fremantle
to Mlaudurnh, he would niot turn rouind and
build it to the 'North Beach. Although I see
the Government aire seriously thinking of
building new railways, we are not in a posi-
tion to build a ien' railway in this country
merely to save freights. We are not in a
Position to give people who have one railway
already a seond railway to save freights, at
a timie cehen there are districts such as Narro-
giee-Dwarda, Find Esperane with no rail-
wayvs at all. I, for my part, want to see
priority of construction given to railways
approved byi Parliament to sen-e districts
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which have no railways at all. I want to see,
wii-mm the day for railway construction again
comes in this State, which seems a long way
off, railways built which will servo new areas
and fresh people before we build a second
railway for those who already have one, so
as to get a shorter route to the golddelds
or to the metropolitan area. f feel sure
tliat this is a policy to which every

inem-e of the House would subscribe. 1
do not expect to see any fresh railways built
Until after the ivar, and peace has conic again,
but when the time does comne for resuming
oar great developmental and public works
policy I ask the Government to keep faith
with the people of the different districts in
the order in which the promises were made
to them by Parliament, and not to let any
gentleman come along at this stage and ask
for a new railway which has never been
appr-oved of by this House, and give such
railway precedence over the authorised Acts
wbi,-h have been put on the statute-book. So
far as the Country party is concerned, we
stamm, for decentralisation and for justice to
all.

lion. W, C. Angwin: Oh no, you do not.
Mr. JTOHNSTON: We stand for docentra-

lisation. We had a motion before us a few
nights ago in regard to finding out where the
shoe was pinching in connection with rail-
way freights and fares.

Mr. SPEAKER: The lion. inemnber must
not refer to that debate.

Mr, JOHNSTON: We stand for decentrali-
sation and justice to all. It is natural that
the muotion of the meniber for Kanowna;
(Mon. T. Walker) should receive on this oc-
casion some fair support from these benches.

Hon. P. Collier: Is this party, which you
now say stands for justice, the same party
you once described as being the Bulgarians
of politiesi

Mr. JOHNSTON: I did not make that
statement.

H~on. P. Collier: Tt is in "Hansard" in
your name.

Mr. JOHNSTONV: It is not. I only repeated
what the hoo. member for Cue (Mr. Ohes-
son) had said, just as an interjection is re-
peated by any hion. member when lie is stag-
gered 1by it. I repeated it after he had ut-
tered it, and the records of the House can
be produced to prove amy statement. I have
already had to take '"Hansard"' round my
electorate in this and other connections.

Mr. Mullany interjected.
Mfr. JOHNSTON: Even if I had said this it

world4 ill become thme member for Menzies
(MrT. MKullany) who has disassociated him-
self from son many of his erstwhile friends
a nd sIupporters, to be the lion. member to
draw attention to the action of another. I,
like others, am subject to the varying poll-
tiemil changes. of the day. T hope the House
will -iffirm the principle contained in the
nmnrmin -is amended in the interests of justice
and of the whole of the people, who are
patiently waiting to-day' in the hope of the
neeessnr -v railway comlmunnicatiomi being pro-

ii~le~ wli th 11, com11es to an cud.

Mr. THOMNSON (iKatanning) [7.50J: 1
second thenmotion. , pro forma,

Resolved that motions be continued.
11o1. AV. (2, ANOWIN (North-East Pro-

muantle) [7.51J: I am not greatly in love
either with the motion or the amendment.
It is the duty of the Government of the day
to exercise the right of saying wbicb railway
should he constructed first or last. The
pracAte in the past has beeni that railways
should be constructed in the order of their
anuthorisation. WVhen the Esperance. Railway
Bill was under discussion in another place,
an lion. umember (Mr. Sonmmers) moved that
thle construction of this line should not be
commenced, or be proceeded with, until the
completion of the following authorised rail-
ways: Wagi i-Bow oiling, So] gart extension,
Wvaleaitchem-M-t. Marshall, and Enkearia-
Lake Grace. That amendnient was not ac-
cepted by the MI-inister of thle day in another
place, because he realised that it was a mat-
ter on -which the Government should 'be
trusted. lHe indicated to that House that it
was the policy of the Governm~ent at that
time to construct railways according to the
order of their authorisation.

Mr. Foley: That amendment was not ac-
cepted by the Minister.

Hlon. W1. C. ANOWIN : No, it was with-
drawn, As Minister for Works at the time,
I made a definite statement that all railways
should be started in the order of their au-
thorisatioa. The member for Williams-Nar-
rogin (Mr. Johnston) has referred to the
extension of the Kukerin-Lake Grace rail-
way. He was so anxious about the progress
of thle Great Southern districts that he wrote
a eorninunieation. to the I'IKalgoorlie
Mtiter'' for the purpose of bolstering up his
position against the Government. Thi s
statement was entirely incorrect. Hle pointed
out that we were taking rails from the gold-
fields for the purpose of constructing the
Kokerin-Lake Grace railway, instead of send-
ing them to Esperance.

Mir. Johnston: I said I was glad the Gov-
ernment were doing this.

Mon. WV. C. ANOWIN&: The hion. member
said nothing of the kind.

Mr. Johnston: I did.
Hon.' W.' C. ANGWEN: The fact of the

matter was that the Government were carry-
ing out the alterations suggested by the Rail-
way Department in connection with the
Wagia-Bowelling railway. The Railway De-
partment had pointed out that it was neces-
sary to have a lighter engine to run on the
Wagin-Bowolling railway, and that if thme
line was constructed with 60lb. rails a great
saving would take place ini its working, as
it would not be necessary to keep a special
engine for the purpose. That suggestion was
eventual'L adopted. Although it meant an
increased expeuditure of about £.35,000, the
capital expenditure was nothing compared
with the annual saving. I pointed out that
451b. rolls were taken up to the Laverton
line, and that 601lb. rails were brought down
for the Wagin-Bowelling railway. There
were second-hand rails adjacent to Wagin
which had been taken up from the Great
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15outliera railway, and were being hlcd there
for the purpose of constructing the Kukerin-
Lake Grace railway. Ia accordance with the
promise given that each railway would be
stakrted, and if possible completed in the
order of preference, the Lake Grace railway
was the first started, and the promise given
was kept. The hon. member in trying to
bolster up hlis case said that there was delay
then in connection with the Espernec rauil-
way.

Mr. Johnston: I did not.
lRon. W. C. ANGWLNI: Were not the condi-

tions different? As a matter of fact it was
impossible to get shipping at that time. The
crv first opportunity that came along. in
the shape of a steamer, was availed of for
taking down the material to Esperance. The
tnenaber for iKatanning (Mr. Thomson) asked
a question in regard to the rates for taking
the stuff to Esperance, and I gave him a
dlefinite lirornise that the next railway after
the Esperance railway would be the Ping-
arup line, in his electorate. Unfortunately,
we were not able to put that undertaking
into effect. I regret that there is
any necessity for the muotion. I rea-
l ise the difficulty o f the Government
i n extending time railway from Kon*
diin to Enun Hill, because it was antici-
pated, as thle 'Minister for -Works stated just
now, that rails would have been supplied
by the Broken Hill Proprietary Company to
enable us to carry on the construction of
those railways which have been promised.
Orders were placed with this firm, but we
are told that they have not yet been ful-
.filled. The rails should have been delivered
12 months ago, but have not yet arrived.
There was no delay so far as the Esperance
railway was concerned. Surely, instead of
condemning us for opening up the Great
.Soutluer district, in which the member for
Willi ama-NLarrogi n pretends to take so great
nn interest, he should applauid the action
of thle Government for what they did. Peo-
ple were nut there 40 or 50 miles from a
railway and had no chance of getting their
produce to market. It was necessary that
a railn-ay shouild be carried to them as quickly
ais possible, and this ws done. I was pleased
when at Lake Grace recently, to see that
thme construction of the railway had been
carried out in such a manner that it could
not have been better done even under con-
tract.

'Ir. Stubbs: That is absolutely correct.
F-Ton. IV. C. AINGWVIN: Whilst the hon.

member i3 advocating the needs of his own
district, lie does not care a hang about the
'Esperance railway, or whether the Nyabing
railway is constructed, so long as the Uwarda-
Narrogin line is built.

Mr. ,Johnston. Of course we wrant monre
than that.

Hon. W. C. ANC\'WLN%: This railway was
for the purpose5 of making a through line to
reduce the haulage distance.

H-on. P. Collier: It is the least important
of any of the lines.

lion. W. C. ANGWIN: All the land about
there is already served by a raeilway.

Hon, F. E., S. Willmott (Honorary '-IiL]-
later): It will be a great advantage to thle
railway systeim.

lion, W. C. ANOWIN: Of course it wvill
be of advantage to the district.

Mr. Thomson: You are going to feed F-re-
miantle.

lion. W. C. ANOWIN: This will reduce
the mnmber of miles over which produce has
to be hauled. Where we have places like
the Esperance district, which are so many
miles away from any railway Communication,
is it not necessary we should see that tihe
people there are the first to be afforded such
facilities?

Mr. Johnston: They will get thenm under
this motion.

Hon. P. Collier: And you will get lNo. 2.
lifon., IV. C, ANGWLN: This motion has

been brought about as a. result of thle open-
ing of the Kondinin-Emn 'Hill line. The
Legislative Council elections will be coming
onl in April, and the gentleman who wvas. pres-
cut at this opening was talking to his oee-
tors. i-fe is a candidate. This gentleman
said that the Glovernment intended to intro-
duce a Bill for the construction of the line
froni Ein Hill to Bruce Rock, and that the
work would be put into operation alnmost
immediately. That is the meaning of the
statement wvhich was made, though not the
exact words of it. This, at all events, is
what has led up to this motion being brought
forward to-night. Most of these people al-
ready have railway coin mu niation. if I
mistake not, thle reports of thle departmental
officers suggest that the railway should be
continued to Mferredin, and not to Bruce Rock.

Mr. -Iohnston: We have authorised thle
Mferredin line.

lIon. W. C. ANOWIN: It is Authorised to
go to 'Merredin on the advice of the officers
of the deartment. Otherwise I would not have
introduced the Bil -for its continuation to
AlerreIin. I regret the necessity for this
motion. I hope the Government will follow
the practice which has obtained, of letting
each railway take its turn for 'construction
according to the date on which it was an-
rhoris ed. The member for Williams-Narrogin
(Mr. Johnston) has not a leg to stand on, be-
cause five railway, Bills were passed on the
same day. Which of them is first? Can be
tell me that? The Kukerin-Lake Grace rail-
way was authorised a week before the Esper-
ance Northward railway, and the Kukerin-
Lake Grace railway was constructed before
the 'Esperanee Northward railway. I hope the
motion will be carried, sot because I think it
is really necessary, but because I consider.
after certain statements which have been
made by- a Minister, that Parliament should
specifically declare its intention to deal fairly
wsith all the people throughout the State. Ak
fair and just promise made by a Government
should be kept- Any promise the carrying out
of which would do ijury to the State should
lfie reconsidered by Parliament. It was a
great mistake to suspend the construction of
the Esperance line before all the rails
available had been laid. To my m1ind there is
nlot the least doubt that that railway was
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stopped for the express purpose of casting a
slur on the late Labour Government--a slur to
the effect that they had kept fronm Parlia-
nmeat certain information which, it was c:on-
tended, should have been given to Parliament,
anid which, as was proved conclusively, had
been given to Parliament before the Esper-
ance Northward Railway Bill was passed. I
object to statements made by some of my
friends on these Opposition benches, to the
effect that the Esperance line has not been
constructed because the people of the metro-
politan area are opposed to it. I deny that
point-blank. I represent a eonstitueney of
tim metropolitan area, and my constituents
doa not care a hang if the Esperance railway
is built,

Mr. Green: But certain St. George's- terrace
people care.

lHon. W, C, ANGWIN: If the people of
the metropolitan district were against that
railway, they would very soon have questioned
candidates for Parliament on the subject.
They did not do so, and I object to a state-
inert which is utterly wrong.

\j r. Green: What about vested interests?
I-Ion. W. C. ANGWIhr: In reply to the Holn-

orary MINinister, I say that if my electors had
questioned me whether I would vote for the
Esperance railway, I would have told them
yesj; and it would have made no -difference
to mly election.

'Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [8.613: 1 support
the motion. Like the member for North-East
Fremntle (Hon. W. C. Angwin), I regret the
necessity, if there be necessity, for the moving
of the motion. The Esperane railway con-
struction having been stopped, there is no
need now for recrimination as to responsi-
bility for the stoppage. Suffice it that thle
railwny has not been built, end that the Es-
perance people are now labouring under the
same adverse conditions as previously. That
being so, we will give everyone concerned in
the stoppage credit for honesty of purpose.

lion. T. Walker: No.
Mr. FOLEY: For argument's sake.
H-on. T. Walker: Oh. for argument's sake!
Mr. FOLEY: I will omit that phrase. The

argument that the Eaperanee land is not fit
for cultivation has been blown to shreds. The
very people appointed by the Government of
the day to inquire into that point-I refer to
the Royal Commission-have declared that
everything claimed for the Esperance lands by
the advocates of the railway has been tho-
roughly established. Titus there is no occa-
sian to pit one portion of the State against
the other. The member for Willisms-Narro-
gin (Mr. Johnston) argued that there were
other railways awaiting construction. Bit
when the Bills for those other railways were
b)(fore Parliament, every member had the op-
portunity of voicing his opinion as to the jus-
tifiestion for any or all of those other lines.
Parliament in its wisdom has authorised many
railways, and therefore Parliament muist be
satisfied that each and every one of them is
warranted. Next, we came to the question,
wvhich railway should be built first? The
practice has been that railways should be con-
structed in the order in which they were au-

thorised. The member for Willlamna-Narrogin
wvas credited with writing to the "Kalgoorlie
Miner'' to the effect that rails were taken
froml Esperane to be used in the construction
of railways in tl]6 South-West. The golddields
people considered that an argument tending
to boost the Esperance district, and not tend-
ing to boom other districts of this State.
That is what was attributed to the ba. memo-
her. The Lake Grace railway was just as
muich needed, front the point of view of local
settlement, as was or is the Esperance rail-
way. Of course, it might have been argued
that the Lake Grace people had not been
lanlguishing so long for railway facilities as
had the Esperarice people, and that, this being
so, we should have gone onl with the Esperance
line first.

Mr, SPEAKEUR. The Lake Grace railway
is riot inl question.

Mr. Johnston:- I mentioned the Lake Grace
railway. The "Kalgoorlie Minler" published
anl interviewi with mec, and( not a letter from
'ne.

LRon. P., Collier: An interview for political
reasons.

-.\r. .Tohnstoa:. The "Kalgoorlie Miner"
wnnted my opinion, and got it.

MXr. SPEAKER: Order!
M1r. FOLEY: From the opinions expressed

by the member for Williams-Narrogin, the
gold fields people thought there was something
else in his mind besides a desire for the wel-
fare of the State as a whole. I do not assert
that. A Royal Commission sat on the ques-
tion of the Esperance railway, and decided
that the land was worth a railway. I know
we can not get a railway built through the
Esperance district at the present time, be-
cauise we cannot get the rails. I am positive
that if the nmember for North-East IFremanutle
(Hon. W. C. Angwin) had had it in his power
to obtain rails at that time, he would have
built the Esperanee railway. A. bad arga-
merit was, however, used by the mover, to the
effect that he desired to see the Esperane
line go right through to Norseman, because if
it stopped at thle point to which its construc-
tion had been attorised it would stop in a
desert.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that point
is under discussion, though the mover did
make that remark-

'Mr. FOLEY: The railway will not stop in
a desert even if it stops 60 miles north of
Esperanee. I wish to see the railway built,
arid in my opinion it is due to the people of
'Esperance that their line should receive pre-
cedence of construction, in the same way as
preference in point of time has been extended
to other railways. I see no need for heated
argument. I trust the Government will con-
siler the question having regard to thle fact
that Esperarice is a part of this State. T re-
gret to say that in certain respects Esperanee
has lbeen tabooed by certain peeople. I have
pleasuire in Supporting the motion.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [8.12]: 1 intend
to vote against both the motion arid the
amenidmnent, as I consider that this is not the
time to decide which railway shall be built
first. I think all members will agree that some
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considerable time inus't elapose before the -State
is, again in a position to develop its railway
system. Between this dlay and the dlate for
which we all hope, and which we trust will
come speedily, "ihen the Government c-an tell
us that they are in a posifion to coatinue rail-
way development, some district which at pre-
sent is not attracting attention, is not in the
limelight, ilay suddenly develop a coal field,
or a gold ficlol. or an oil field, or other mineral
Proposition, and may call urgently for rail-
way facilities. If either the promise asked
for by the member for Kanowna, or that de-
sired by the mnember for Willisuis-Narrogin,
should be given by this House, the Govern-
nient would, in the circumstances I have pre-
sumned, find themselves in an embarrassing
position. T hey would have promised to con-
struct sonic railway, and then found that an-
other district demanded railway facilities far
more urgently. The time for deciding which
railway should be built first will have arrived
when the Government have assured us that
they aro in a position to carry out any such
contemplated work.

Mr. MiULLANY (Menzies) [8.14]: I in-
tend to support the motion of the member for
Kanowna. Any goldields representative, and
indeed any man who has lived on the Eastern
goldfields for any length of time, must support
such a mnotion. Not that I believe the carry-
ing of the motion will hasten the construction
of the Espernce railway by even one day.

lHon. W. C. Angwin:- It cannot.
Ifr. M,%ULTJANY: But I do desire that the

Ilousec should plac ,e on record its opinion that
the expressed w-ill of Parliament must be car-
ried out regarding the construction of the Es-
perance railway. Those of us who know the
circumistances-I am positive that the member
for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) does not know
thein-cannot but feel a high degree of sym-
pathy for the settlers on the Esperance wheat
lands. I shall not detail the circumstances
which led up to the anthorisation and to the
stoppage of the work- Probably, in the whole
history of railway construction in Australia,
and in the n-hole Political history of Australia,
there is nut to be found a parnulel to what
occurred when the construction of the Esper-
since railway n-as stopped. There may have
been justification for it, but a 'Royal Commis-
sion inquired into all the circumstances which
1eJ up to the passing of the Bill for the con-
struction of the line and everything else con-
nected with the project, and I cannot see now
that any set of circumstances can have arisen
to lead one to believe that there can be any
railway which can take precedence of th~e
Esperanee line. I agree with the 'Minister for
works when be referred as rubbish to the
remark made by the member for Kanowna that
the Government should go on w;ithi the con-
struction of the 10 miles of line, the rails for
which were in the district. I want it placed
on record that the House desires to see that
justice is done to the settlers at Esperance.
With refevence to the amendment, I do not
inlenrl to support the construction of any
railways that the Government of the day may
consider there is justification for. At the same
time I admire in a way the characteristic
astuteness of the member for Williams -Narro-
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gin (Mr. .Johnstonj on moving the amendment,
knowing as hie does the circumstances of the
tEsperance project, and knowing the district
of Esperafice as he knows it, and being aware
also of the case which canl be made out in
favour of the earliest possible construction
of this line. The hon. member desires to
tack onl to the motion an amendment which
will have die effect of bringing shout the con-
struction of a railway in his own district at
a comiparative early date.

Mr. Johnston: In the order of precedence.
'Mr. MGULLANXY: I would not bind any

Government to construlct a railnvay in the order
of precedence. Anyhow, to compiare the two
railways is an utter absurdity and no one
knows that better than the member for Wil-
linu-Narrogin. l am not going to support
the amendment. In matters of this description
thle Government must be allowed to exercise
a certain amount of discretion. The Esperance
railway has been advocated and fought for for
many years past, and this Parliament would
only expect the Government to promise that
they would carry out this wbork at the earliest
possible date.

Mr. HiARRISONY (Avon) [8.20]: The danger
to mny mind lies in the apparent justice of both
the motion and the amendment. Thle member
for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) soundedl a note of
warning. We do not know what the future has
in store for us and we (to not know when money
will be available for the construction of rail-
ways, nor do we know what will be the pressing
needs of thme State in the future. The danger
to my mind lies in the manner in which the
votes of memb ers may be cast if a division
takes place. Should a railway in the future be
needed the influence of the present vote will
prove a strong factor. The whole thing is an
unknown quantity. I want to refer to a remark
made by thme member for Kalgoorlie (Mr.
Green) which no doubt has already got into
"Hansard1 He stated that I had a half-
Nelson on the Government on account of an in-
terjection which I made. In that interjection I
simply asked the member for Kanowna when he
was speaking about the ilxgener of this railway,
as to how long he thought it would be before
it could be bunilt, and before the conditions at
Esperance would be such as to make the line
payable. We know that the returns from that
district have been higher than usual on account
of tme rains and that if the people living there
had the facilities of transit the district would
be a good one to encourage. The hon. member's
interpretation of my interjection was not a cor-
rect one.

'Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [8.231:- I hope
the amendment will be carried, otherwise I shall
reluctantly be comapelled to move a motion in
connection with the Katanning-Piagrup line on
exaetly similar lines -to the motion moved by
the member for Kanowna.

Hon. T. Walker: You would not Put yours
before FEspernee, would youT

'Mr. THOMISON: To the settlers living in
that part of May district a railway 19 just as im-
portant and as vital to their well-being as a
railway is to the people of Esperance. I am
quite prepared that this line shall take its place
in the order of precedence. I have no desire to
forestall the Esperanee line, but I want to in-
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farm the Ilonce that there. are settlers in that
part of the liatanniing eleotorate to which f
have referred "-ho have been on their holdings
for 12 or 24 years. There is a saying that
"hope deferred maketh the heart sick." These
people are still hoping. The settlers there con-
sider that the Government, intentionally or un-
intentionally, have (lone thenm an injury. They
were promisedl a railway but the promise has
never been carried into effect. These people
were promnised that as soon as the Lake Grace
line was completed the mien and plant would ha
transferred to the Katanning-Pingrmp route.
The then Minister for Works (Hon. W. 0., Ang-
win) informed tue that it was proposed to use
tine rails which had been taken up) along tine
Great Southern line. Unfortunately that pro-
mise was not kept and] our people had the un-
pleasant experience of seeing those rails being
taken away to the goldfields and other parts
of the State. f amn not going to say that the
Minister was riot compelled to do that. I1 be-
lieve that the then "Minister for Works was qluite
sincere in what he told me andi that hie fully

expec-ted hie wvould be able to carry out his pro-
umise to those people who had been waiting for
so long. I have almost slept on the doorstep of
the Minister for Works' office in connection
with this project, and I believe now that if tine
present Minister had the authority to proceed
with the work of construction, he would lose no
time in seeing that the line was huilt. But as he
has told the House to-nighit, there are no rails
available. The mnemnber for Gascoyne stated] that
this was not the time to discuss railways. I ad-
init that. But we are not discussing new rail-
ways. We are discussing railways the construc-
tion of which has been authorised by this House
and I trust that when tine Government are in a
position to proceed with tine policy of construc-
tion, they will carry the promises into effect.
The hon. member said that some new district
aight spring up where there was coal, oil, or
even a banana plantation and that the Govern-
ment might possibly be embarrassed if it were

akdto build railways to those places. ButI
would impress upon the 1-louse that it is not
the Government who would be embarrassed. I
wonldI he the settlers, many of whoin have gone
to distant parts and have and are still working
under impossible conditions. In the district to
which I have referred the settlers have to car
their wheat for 30 miles over sandy roads.
Therefore, if there is any embarrassmient, it
exists on the part of the settlers. If a vote is
taken on the question before the House, I trust
the member for Gascoyne will remember that a
promise has been made to the people to whomn
T have referred, and that that promise should
be honoured on the first possible opportuinity.
Therefore I trust that the amnendmuent will 'he
carried. If it is niot carried I Will reluctantly be
compelled to move an exactly similar motion as
that moved by the menmber for Kanowna., but
referring to the Pingrup line. There has been aL
feeling of alarn created in my district because
we had the spectacle of seing the Emu Hill-
Kondinin extension carried out. True, that was
dlone in the interests of the farming coin-
munity so that they could get the rails up to
the wheat stacks. I trust that the House will ac-
cept the amendment when, I feel certain, jus-
tire will he done to all parties.

Mr. PIC1(ERITNG (Sussex) [8.26]:- It wound
ill beco nne if I did not make some refer-
oce to a very important railway, the con-
struc!tion of which was authorised in the
South-Western part of the State, to wit, the
Margaret River railway.

lion. P. Collier: Was there a railwax- an-
thorised in Your district?

Mr. SPEAKER: I1 do not think that rail-
way is included in the amendment.

Mr-. PICKERING: 1 am indicating a fur-
ther amendmoent. Tine member for 1(at-an-
ning referred to somec of his constituents
who had been on their holdings for 12 or 14
years without a railway, hint I would draw
hiis attention to the fact that my eleetors
have heen starving for a railway for the past
.50 years, that in fact they are amongst the
oldest settlers in tine State, and that tine
MNargaret Diver railway would serve themn.

Hon. P. Collier: Yon should have had it
beCfore.

M-\r. PICKCERING: There has been bad re-
lpresentatiou in the past but now that the
district has a local member I shall do my
utmost to get this matter brought prom in-
ently furward. Therefore I Support the
amendment, and if it is niot carried If, too, will
move a motion on the lines suggested by the
umember for Katanning.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy-
Moore) [8.291: I must see if I cannt find
a railway that requires to be constructed
in uny district. I am afraid that I see dan-
ger in both- the mnotion and thne amendment.
In tine past thne Governments of the day have
always considered the matter of dealing with
railway construction as of great imiportance.
Circumstances, however, alter from year to
year. At times it nnay be necessary in the
best interests of the country to construct
without delay a railway which hans been an-
thurised. but at a later date it may he found
niecessary to proceed with some other work
fir'st., And T think that it would be a very
dangerous thing to tie the hands of the Go%,-
crannient in the matter of precedence in the
construction of railways. Circumbstances
might so fall out that the Esperanee railway
would be considered the most important
awaiting construction. Such being the case,
I think the Government should have the
power to build that railway forthwith, I
confirmn everything the nmember for Kanowna
(Hon. 7. Walker) rend to the House as what
I had said to the deputation that waited on
met at Kalgoorlie in regard to the Esperane
n-ilwa-nv, I think I gave a trite and correct
statement of the position, and I felt also
that my colleagues would take the same view
as mlYself.

H~on, T. Walker: Have they done so?
The PRENIER: The Royal Commission

had just then reported on the question of
the Esperance railway, and the report caine
into my' hands as T was going to Kalgoorlie.
The people were informed througb the Press
that this report *had been delivered, and a
deputation waited on me in reference to it.
Whben that Royal Connmission Was appointed
it was distinctly understood that if the re-
port wans fav-ourable to the construction of
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the line, the line should be started. Mr.
WVilson, who was then Premier, when speak-

iug to the Address-in -reply in September,
1916, said in answer to an interjection by
the then member for (iuildford. "Work will
he resuined if the report is favourable."
That was quite definite enough for me. 'Mr.
Wilson said chat if the report of the Royal
Commission was favourable work would be
renuined. I do not think I have ever read
aniy report from ai Royal Commission more
favourable to a project than was that which
caine from the Royal Conmnission dealing
with the Esperanee railway. I am bound to
admit that. And], knowing the men who
,zomposed that Commission, I was quite pre.
pared to honour their opinionis and views,
more particularly when I2 was aware of what
the late Premier had said shortly after the
appointment of the Commission. I considered
it my duty to honour the statement of the
late Premier, who had Said that if the re-
port was favourable the work would be re-
sumed. As hon. members know, it is quite
impossible to build the Esperance railway at
the present time. The member for Kanowna
knows that perfectly well. We could not
just now get the money to construct that
railway from Esperance. On consideration,
it appears to me that the amendment might
defeat the motion altogether, and, perhapsa,
put off the construction of the Esperanee
railway for a number of years. The Royal
Conimission reported that, in their opinion,
the lfsperanc:e railway should be constructed
ini the interests of the country, but that it
should start front Norseman. It seems to me
that railway could he much more cheaply
constructed starting from Norsemnan than
fromn Esperanee, and the Government may
yet ask the House for authority to start that
railway from Norseman instead of from E~s-
Tierance. If this should happen, and if in
the meantime the amendment is agreed to, we
might find that the Esperance railway could
not start from Norseman until all the other
nuthorised railways had been disposed of.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: You know that Par-
liament refused it from Norseman.

The PREIFfWR: For many years Parlia-
iment declined to aunthorise a railway to Es-
perance at all. Twenty-five years ago Par-
liament was asked to authorise a railway
fromn Coolgardie to Esperanco. This mnatter
has been before the Rouse for a very long
ti me.

Hon. T. Walker: Is not this more or less
quibbling? Does it matter very much where
that railway extends to from Esperance?

The PREMIER: Economically considered,
the railway should start from Norseman, To
run a railway from Esperanee to a point 60
miles north is a strange proposition not veryv
helpful to the people of Esperance and of no
u1~ at all to the people of the goldfields,

lon. T. Walker: Yon can bring in a Bill
to extend this railwa y to Norseman to-mior-
row if 'you choose, and get it through.

Th e PREMiER: The Government are not
:uhle just now to bring in a Bill for the ex-
tension of that railway. But I think there
is danger in bo0th the motion and the amend-
ment. As T told hon. members just now, 1

wats seeking to find a railway in may own
district. I have found one that was author-
ised in 1912, long before the authorisation of
the Esperan ce-Nort hwards line. That line
in may district is not completed yet. Still, 1
do not consider that the Government should
be tied down to any specific order in which
railways should be constructed. In a State
like this circumistances alter so very quickly
that I think the Government should have a
certain amount of latitude in this particular.
We know that all Governments have endea-
voured, as nearly as possible, to build rail-
ways in the order of thoir authorisation, but
if circumstances arose which rendered it ad-
visable to vary that order, the Government
ought to be in a position to use their own
judgment. I feel I am unable to support
either thd motion or the amendment.

lHon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [8.40]: 1 re-
gret very much the pronouncement of the
Premier that he is unable ts support the mo-
tion. With the Premier, I am entirely op-
posed to the amendment, I dissent entirely
from the principle of constructing railways
in the order of their passage tbrough the
House.-

Mr. Thomson: Has it not always been fol-
lowed in the past?

lion. P. COLLIER: Yes, almost invariably.
But to lay it down as a ha-rd and fast rule,
not to be departed from in any circumstances,
would be exceedingly foolish on our part.
If railway Bills were introduced in the order
of their importance it would be sound sense
to carry out construction in that order. But
what happens? The Government decide upnn
a railway programme f or the session, includ-
lag half-a-dozen railway Bills. They give
instructions to the parliamentary draughts-
man to get on with the preparation of those
Bills. Quite casually that official takes the
first on the list, prepares it and sends it
along to the Miinister. The Minister brings
it down to the House. Next day he receives
another from the draughtsman. and perhaps
the whole half-dozen are put through in the
course of a week. To say that we should tie
ourselves down to the principle of construct-
ing railways according to the order in which
they go through the House would be ridicu-
lous. Moreover, there is the further point
that several years may elapse before the
final completion of that policy of railway
construction, and in the meantime circum-
stances may have materially altered in the
respective districts. One district may have
gone back -and, in conseu~ece, the need for
a railway' may be much less pressing than it
was when the Bill was resolved upon. On
the other hand another district requiring a
railway, the Bill for which passed through
thle House a week later, may have developed
very rapidly, the number of settlers may have
dou~bled dluring the intervening period, and
the need for the railway may' have greatly
increased. Therefore, I have no regard at
all for this principle of constructing railways
in the order of their passage through the
House.

Mr. Johniston: On general lines it has al-
ways been followed.
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H1on. P. COLLIER: I do not say it should
be entirely disregarded. All things being
equal it would be a very good principle to
follow, but circumstances may mnake it de-
sirable to vary the precedence of construc-
tion.

Mr. Johnston: But-
Hfon. P. COLLI(ER: The lion, member has

had a very good innings with his Dwarda-
Narrogin line. 'In respect of that proposi-
tion I will say unhesitatingly that of the
authorisedl railways awaiting construction
the Dwarda-Narrogiu is the least urgent.

Mr. Johnston: Do you say that on behalf
of your party?

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is my own in-
dependent personal opinion and I do not care
if the hon. member makes political capital
out of it, as lie ende'avoured to do out of the
taking of the outback rails from the gold-
filelds.

Mr. Thomson: Suppose the Minister intro-
duced a Bill for the construction of a railway
and gave a definite undertaking as to the
order in which it would be built?

lion. P. COLLIER: If the Minister dlid
this, then the undertaking ought to be observed.
1 amn sorry that the Premier has expressed his
intention of opposing the motion. The posi-
tion is entirely (lifferent with regard to the
construction of the Esperanee railway from
the construction of any other railway.

Hon. F. E. S. Wdllmott (Honorary Minis-
ter) : You are arguing against yourself.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not. I shall be
glad if the Honorary 'Minister would show me
where I am doing so. This House passed a
Bill for the construction of the Esperane
railway. It was commenced in all good faith,
and had been going on f or a considerable
period 'when the Government of the day took
aztion, which is without parallel in the history
of responsible government in Australia. Bly
an administrative act, they set aside the clear
mandate and instruction of this Parliament
and stopped the construction of that railway.
For the sake of argument we will admit that
these reasons were genuine, and that they
wished to be satisfied as to the quality of the
soil and the merits of the line. That Govern-
ment gave a definite pledge. to this House, as
quoted by the Premier from "'Hansard'' a
few moments ago, and on other occasions as
well, that if the report of the Royal Commis-
sion was favourable, the work of construction
would be resumed at the earliest possible
moment. After holding up the operations on
this line for 12 months the Government have
received the recom mendation of the Royal Com-
mission that the work should be resumed. TI-
deed; the entire report of that Commnission
places the Esperance lands on a. much sounder
footing than they were ever placed on before.
Notwithstanding this, the Government say,
"We will hionour that promise and resume
operations if we think it desirable, that is, in
its relationship to the construction of other
railways. " Morally as well as legally, the
Government have an obligation cast upon them
to build that line before any other line on that
particular list when the money and rails are
available.

Mr-. Harrison: If in the interests of re-
patriation a railway was required, wvould you
say that it should stand over until the Esper-
ance railway was built!

Ron. P. COLLIER: There are just on a
million acres, according to the latest report
we have, worth l~s. an acre on the average,
in the Esperance district.

Mr. Harrison: You have not answered my
question.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the recommendations
of the 'Royal Commission are worth anything,
they point to the fact that there is a larger
area of land suitable for repatriation in that
district than, ia any other part of the State.

Mr. Johnston: In the hands of the Crown.
lIon. P. COLLIER: Yes. There is, indleed,

a very liumited area of Crown lands in the
State suitable for repatriation or any other
purposes.

'Mr. Angelo: It is uinsuitable.
lion, P. COLLIER: Certainly I have not in

mind the large and fertile area along the Gas-
coyne which the hon. menibers represents I
know that is a wonderful area of elysian fields,
and no doubt one day when the windmills are
dotted along the banks of the river, the water
is being pumped up to the soil, and the banana
plantations are flourishing, and all the rest
of it, this will be another gnrden added to
Western Australia. I wish the lion. nem-
ber luck vi th the beautiful part of
the State he represents. For the time
being it is outside the scope of
my argument. The Government have not been
fair. I. did expect the Premier to say
that, having regard to all the circumstances
surrounding the comnmencemuent of the Es-
perenee railway, and the subsequent impro-
per action of the Government of the day in
closing down the works, together with what
has transpired since, the Government recog-
nised their legal and moral obligation to re-
cornolence the line ait thne earliest oppor-
tunity and carry it through to completion.
As things are, we are left where we were
before in a hopeless state, acconrding to our
beliefs.

The Premier: I have. conveyed my opinion
that I do think it is a moral obligation
upon us that we build that railway as soon
as we can.

Hon. P. COLLIER:If that is so, why does
not the Premier make a definite promise, and
a definite statement to the House that this
will be done?

The Premier: I have already said that.
Mr. Harrison: Why umake a definite prom-

ise under indefinite conditions. Where are
the ,nonev. and rails?

Ron. P. COLLIER: I do not know what
the hon. mnember means by indefinite condi-
tions. If the Premier believes there is a moral
obligation cast upon him, why does he not
pledge his Government to have the work
carried on ahead of all other new railways?
The Government of the day have defied Par-
lisnient, and if the decision of Parliament
had been carried out that railway would have
been completed 12 months ago. Off their own
bat, the Government have set aside the de-
cision of Parliament, and,. when they did
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receive a report favourable to the construe-
tion. of the railway, they still neglected to

cryout their promise, if the Government
aegoing to keep good faith with the peo-

ple of Esperance and the public generally,
and if they have any regard for their moral
and legal obligations in the matter, they will
give a definite pledge that this Esperauce
line will be the first one that they will carry
out.

I-. WILLOOCK (Geraldton) [6.523. As a
representative of an outside port, and recog-
nising as I do the disability nur port labours
tinder owing to the policy of ceutralisation
now being carried on, I feel a genuine sym-
pathy with the people of Esperance in their
grievance, and am prepared to support the
motion moved by the member for Kanowna.
(Hon. T. Walker). To a certain extent, I
am prepared to support the amendment, if
only because of the experience we have had
in connection with the Bullfinch railway.
There was no justification for the building
of that line, and had Parliament had before
it a motion with its amendment such as this
the country would have been saved
considerable expense and this unnecessary
railway would not have been built. The
Government have certain responsibilities in
connection. with the administration of the
country, and I do not think we should seek
to take these responsibilities from them in
this manner, If I did think of supporting
the amendment, I would hedge it around by
such conditions as to provide that the House
should give its consent before priority was
accorded to any particular railway.

lHon. F. Ei. S. Willmjott( Honorary Mlinis.
ter): In fact you would nullify the amiend-
ment.

Mr. WILLCOUK: The House should de-
cide whether the Government should be placed
in a position of having to abide by an
amendment of this sort. At any rate, I do
cot feel inclined to support the amendment.
II Ordinary circumstances the Government
should have full control of the railway policy
of the State. and should be able to build those
lines which are most necessary in the inter-
ests of the State.

l-ion. T. WALKER (Kanowna-in reply)
[8.55]:As this Subject has now been thrashed
out thoroughly, I will niot detain the House
at any length by way of reply. I only wish
to make an explanation. W"hen the member
for Will iams-Narrogi n (Mr. Johnston) moved
his amendment, I distinctly thought that it
had reference to the wording of my resolu-
tion. My resolution is that in the opi nion
of this House the first railway to be con-
structed in pursuance of the programme of
railway construction authorised-that is the
lines already authorised-must be the Esper-
ance line. The order shall be taken as to the
dates of authorisation. But the lion. niem-
her's speech went a good deal further, and
laid it down as a general rule that there
should be ito exceptional railway lines built
warranted by circumstances unforeseen at
the time of authorisation.

Mr. Johnston: We can always meet special
cases of the kind.

Hon. T. WALKER: I am afraid now that
I cannot accept the amendment, and shall
therefore have to stand by my motion and
vote against the amendment. It goes too
far. I am only dealing with those lines al-
ready placed on the statute-book as author-
ised by both Houses of Parliament. In that
order, I want the Esperance railway to take
its proper place, and other authorised rail-
ways will take their proper place in their
sequence of passage through Parliament.
I would not for all time lay it down as a
principle that there should be no departure
from that rule. I would not assert that as a
principle for the guidance of responsible
Governments, who must stand or fall by their
railway policy in this respect.

Mr. Thomson: You want the Esperauce
railway and no other.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is not so. I
want all those railways which have already
been authorised.

Mr. Thomson: Are you moving a further
anmendmnent?

Honu. T'. WALKER: No, say, ''in the
Opinion of this House the first railway to
be cons.tructed in pursuance of the pro-
graminn.' I am referring, of eoursp, to all
other railways that are put down on that
pr ogramime.

Mr. Johnston: We will accept that.
Hon. T. WALKER: If that is accepted I

stand by it. My motion does not say that.
no other railways shall follow, I have said
that the first on the programme of authorised
railways is the Esperance railway, and I
want to see that this programme is taken
in its order, the Esperance railway being
first in that order. The other railways would
naturally follow, according to my motion,
in their order of sequence in pursuance of
the programme.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes . .. . .. 7
Noes . . . 5

Majority against .. 28

.M r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Griffiths
Johnston
Maley
Pickering

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Angwln
Mr. Brown
Mr. Chesson
Mr. Collier
Mr. Davies
Mr. Draper'
Mr. Dursack
Mr. Foley
Mr. fleorge
Mr. (lreco
Mr.' Harrison
Mr, Hickmott
Mr. Holman
Mr. Hudson

Mr Jones
Mr. Lamnbert
1Mr. Lefre?

AYES.'Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Noss.

Stubbs
Thomson
O'Logbleo

(Teller.)

Mr. Lutey
Mr. Money
Mr. Mullany
Nt r. Idunsia
Mr. Plesm,
Mr. H. Roblnson
Mr. R. T, Robinson
Mr. Rocke
Mr. Smith
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Troy
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Veryard
74r. Walker
M r. Wilicock

Mr. Wilimott
Mr. Hardwick

(Tellr.)
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Amendment thus negatived.
Question put, and a division talc

following result:.-
Ayes
Noes

-Majority for

AYES,

Mr. Angwln
3Mr. Brown
Mr. Obesson
Mr. Collier
Mr. Davies
Mr. Foley
Mr. Green
Mr. Hlckzaott
Mr. Holmna
Mr. Hudson
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Jones
Mr. Lambert
Mer. Lmtey

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Draper
Mr. Durack
Mr. qeorge
Mr. Griffith.
Mr. Harrison
Mir. Lefroy
Mr. Money
Question thus

Mr. Male

Mr. Mans
Air, Picki
Mr. Rock,
Mr. Smith
Mr. Stubi
Mr. Tees
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Troy
Mr. Walk

Mr. Willecr OL

r. Oo

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.

Ples
1H.
R. T
Uncle
Very
Wills
Hard

passed.

RE.TURN-RAILWAY D EPAR'l
SPECIAL4 SERVICES.

Mr'. PICKERING (Sussex) [9.10]
"That there be laid onl the T

House a return showing the spec
rendered on behalf of the Governi
Commissioner of Railways for,
years, on the lines indicated in th
the Commissioner of Railways fi
1916-17.1'

The paragraph of thle Commissioner
which my motion refers reads am

During the year special service
dered onl behalf of the Governir
value of £E8,4.57. To cover this
vote of £1,,500 only is granted;
a balance in excess of the vote
Taking the past five years, 191
elusive, services to the value of £
rendered on this account, agaii
vote of £7,500, so that railwayr
been uinder-credited by £32,417
period.

The "West Australian" drew atton
paragraph of the Commissioner 'sr
time since, ajind suggested that the
Sussex would not he courageous
brimng before the House a motion ti
of that which I have just umoved.

Ion. W. C. Angwiu: Is that your
moving it?

'Mr, PICKERING: No. J bare h
Ward this noton iii accordance with
which I made while fighting my ecci
said that all possible umeans of econ
he exercised as regards travellingo
ways. amid I instanced many cases
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conic tinder my notice, where the Government
en with thle car had been dragged about the railway systemn

for no special purpose. So that I ain not mov-
*.27 ing this inotioji owing to the remarks of the

15 ''West Austi-alian." There are certain coadi-
- tidns prevailing oii our State railway system
.12 which arc qnite different from the conditions
- prevailing in thle Commnonwealth railway ser-

vice, which was instanced by the Commissioner
of Railways. Tile Commonwealth railways were
constructed in fulfilment of an obligation due
to this State, and one main purpose of the

ering Trans onitinental Railway is defence. On the
other hand, the railways of this State have been
constructed more for development purposes.

a Whilst f realise the difficulties under which the
dale Commissioner of Railways labours. in endeav-

son ouring to conduct his business on commercial
linies, I also recognise that certain expenses con-

er sequent upon the issue of -free passes to mnem-
'Ck hers of Parliament and others cannot be calcu-
,blen lated on the basis of ordinary annual passes. If
(Teller.) the Commissioner of Railways keeps a return of

these special services-as he should do, to en-
able him to make such a statement as I have
quoted fr-oni his report-he will be able to

-Obisson show exactly the cost entailed upon him by
.Robinson those services.

rwood Hion. W. C. Angwin: He conld not possibly
ard dto it,
nott M1\r, PICKERI.NG;. Then, hlow is he able to
wick make the statement that it costs him so mnuch?
(Teller.) My contention is that the railway pass of a

member of Parliament cannot possibly be
valued on the same basis as the all-lines pass
used in an ordinary commercial business. There-

PIMENT, fore, in making his computation, the Commis-
sioner of Railways should not assess against

Inove- Parliament the full expense of ordinary all-
able of the lutles passes.
ial services Hon. P. Collier: He could not do that.
nient by the Mr. Holmsn: He must be doing it.
he past 10 'Mr, PICKERING: He munst be doing it to
ie report Of bring out the amount stated. That is the point.
or the year T consider that the Commissioner should bare

shomm sonic of the items instead of merely mak-
's report to ing a bald assertion. -Evidently, the Commis-
8follows- sioner realises the seriousness of his position as

s were ren- manager of the State railways, and is trying
ont to the to shift a certain amount of the responsibility

a Treasury by alleging abuse of privileges by members of
this leaves Parliament. If he makes that statement, he
of £6,957. should be prepared to substantiate it; and cer-

3S-197, in- tainly hie should be in a position to present to
39,9171 were this- House figures proving his statement. I
nst a total contend it is unfair to charge against Parlia-
evene has ment the cost of nmembers' passes on the same
luring that basis as a commercial traveller's annual all-

lines pass. The commercial traveller's pass is in
tion to this constant use, whereas there are members of Par-
eport some liaiemt-to wvit, City members, and also North-
nemuber for Western mnembers-who may, use their passes
enough to very seldom. MNany members, indeed, rarely use
othe effect their lpasses; and assuredly it would not be

right to debit against Parliament for each
reason for member 's pass the value of a commercial all-

lines pass. Tt is the onl way in which I can
rought for- arrive at the accuracy of his figures. It may be
statements that there arc certain abuses by members of

tion. I then their privileges, for instance in connection with
omny should the reserving of carriages.
in the rail- HTon. p. E, S. WiFllnmott (Honorary Minis-
which had ter) : It dops not alter the cost.
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'Mr. PICKERING: -. t must alter the cost. I
uised a sleeper on the Kalgoorlie express for
the first time the other night, I had to sign for
it, and I1 take it the cost of that sleeper will be
debited against the Parliamentary account. If
I reserve a carriage I take it that the Comiuis-
sioner will say that the charge is so much. If
I were Commissioner I should do so. In view of
what has appeared in the Press and also in the
report of the Commissioner, we are entitled to
ask for a return showing the actual cost extend-
ing over a period of 10 years.

The Minister for Works: Do you not want
the detailed cost of the items?

Mr. P1(KER INO: I want a return showing
bow the Comminissioner arrives at his figures.
Why does the Commissioaer fix five years as the
Period, as be does in the report? If hie can
supply the information for five years he c~an
give it for ten. I submit the motion for the
c onsideration of the House.

On motion by the Minister for Railways,
debate adjourned.

IL The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

MOTION-LAND RENTS, SUSPENSIONC
Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams-Narrogia)

[9.20): I move-
"That in the opinion of this House it is

desirable that the land rents payable by
selectors who are being asssted by the In-
dustries Assistance Board should be held
over nntil the selector makes a sufficient sur-
plus, above his expenses for the year, to
pay such land rents."

It will be observed that the motioa is a simple
one and is lpractically self explanatory. The
House has already adopted the principle of
giving extension of time for the payment of
land rents to those settlers in need of that
extension. We have gone a lot further than
that by providing, in regard to new selections,
that the land shall be granted rent free for
the first five years. Apart from that, so far
as old selections are toncerned, we can give
returned soldiers and any others who miay be
deserving cases approved by the Minister for
Lands, the right to have their rents extended
for not more than five years. The assisted
settlers referred to in the motion can only be
d1eserving men; if they are not deserving and
worthy of assistance they would not be on
the rail of assisted settlers. Some people
think tlhat the farming community has been
too liberally spoon fed and resent anything
that is brought forward on their behalf. I
venture to say that at the present time even
the 'Minister for Tndustries, who takes a special
interest in the work of his department, will
admit that ecoftomy is the guiding motto of
that department's operations. Advances at
the present time have been sparingly, I may
say grudgingly, given under the policy of the
Government of the day, and the very great
work and the splendid results shown ink that
department with the assistance and co-opera-
tion of the Mlinister and officials, are obtained
by the settlers despite the fact that in many
eases economy has to be considered instead of
some of their necessary requirements. The
figures placed before hon. members by the

Government tately will surprise hon. members
as showing the little new money that is being
received by the Industries Assistance Board,
for the purpose of carrying on this work. I
find in the returns supplied by the Treasurer
a few days ago for the year 1914-15 that a
sum of £E602,110 was advanced by the Indus-
tries Assistance Board. In the following year,
1915-16, the Treasurer had to supply the board
with a sum of £199,890, whilst in the year
1916-17, although over £1,200,000 was ad-
vanced by the board, so great was the amount
of money in the board s bands from repay-
mients by settlers and for wheat received, that
according to the returns supplied by the
Treasurer, it was not necessary to find any
new money; in other words the board was
able to carry on under the repayments made
by the settlers themselves.

H-on. P. Collier: You are very importunate.
Mr, .IOHNSTON: There is no importunity

about this.
Hon. P. Collier: Have you received a re-

quest from the farmers to move this motion?
Mr. JOHNSTON: Yes, from one end of my

electorate to the other. I wvill confess that the
idea was not mine. I have submitted the
motion in accordance with requests put before
me by branches of the Farmers and Settlers'
Association.

Ron. P. Collier: Give the State a chance
and let it go for a year or two.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I would draw attention
to the interesting statement the Minister for
Industries made on tfiis subject shortly after
the opening of this session. Referring to the
operations for the year ended the 31st March,
1917, the Minister pointed out that the assisted
settlers in the State, inhom the leader of the
Opposition regards as being importunate in
their request, put into the pool £737,717 worth
of wheat.

Hon. P. Collier: I did not refer to the im-
portunity of the settlers, but to the impor-
tunity of the hon. member.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The amount of £E737,000
odd is what was actually received on last,
years operations, and there is in addition
to that a sum of £E190,000 to go to the board
on account of the assisted settlers as soon
as the next dividend of is. per bushel is paid
by the wheat pool; in other words the crop
produced by the assisted settlers alone-and
many of those settlers suffered through the
drought and other adverse climatic coadi-
tions-was worth £927,770 last year. Of the
first payment of £E737,770 we find that no less
than £505,770, in round figures £:600,000, was
paid to the board as a. recoup for advances
made, whilst a sum of £142,000 was distri-
buted by the board to the creditors of the
assisted farmers. It is surprising to me that
the amount should be so large, because most
of the cr 'editors in my district seem to have
got a ''nil'" return. At the same time I
mention these figures because they are a
tribute to the energy displayed by the ma-
jority of the assisted settlers in working their
properties, and to their undoubted desire to
repay their accounts and get off the board as
soon as they could. The figures are so great
that they must undoubtedly inspire confi-
dence in every hon. member and the public-
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ais well in regurd to the future, of the great
agricultural industry. It is mnest gratifying
to find that the assisted settlers who suf-
fered from the drought, amongst themselves
paid nearly £1,000,000 into the Treasury last
yenr. One of the best features of their pat-
riotic action, too, is that a number of those
wvho got on well and who are in surplus with
the board, are actually leaving the money
there and allowing the Government to have
thle use of it for making advances to other
people; they are content to leave their sur-
pluses with the board, not drawing iaterest,
instead of drawing out those surpluses and
jpaying thein to their credit at private banks.

'hie Minister for Industries in his report
pointed out at thle time the report was laid
ott the table of the House that there was no
less than £30,000 standing to the credit of the
various assisted settlers who were leaving
that money with the board, although no in-
terest was being paid. The Minister pointed
out that this policy assisted the financing
of the board's requirements and that was of
considerable help to the Treasurer. Farmers
have to pay from the time they start to keep
the wheels of industryr in, i, andl to k: vi
the people in the cities going. The farmer,
the miner, the timber getter, and the pastora-
list are the primary producers. No settler is
assisted a day longer than an inspector
thinks he should be helped. Instructions which
have been issued to the inspectors are to put
meni off where their cases are not very hope-
ful. The policy of the country should be to
keep the people onl the land as long as pos-
sible. With regard to the mnotion, I would
point out that whilst a, number of the set-
tlers are in a good posiio, the Minister has
classified them us good, fair, and doubtful.

Mr. OLoghlen: If we carry this motion of
yours we may get a request for relief from
taxation.

'Mr. JOHNSTON: No. I hope to convince
time hion. member before I sit down that it is
ai wrong thing for the Government by book
entries to say that a man is paying his land
rents when lie has not produced it off the
farm. at all. It is money supplied by the
Treasury, and if that money is paid to the
Lands Department we make the settler pay
six per cent. interest on money which he has
not earned off his holding, and which is
really swelling thme revenue at the expense of
loan funds.

M r. 0 'Loghien: Why should the merchant
he paid amnd the State get nothing?

Mr. JOHNSTON: The State has first
charge on the surplus above the amount the
man actually receives in bard cash. I should
say the State should conie first for repayment
for its advances dluring the year. Then one
year's land rent follows tinder the Act, and
after that the various creditors come in.

Mr. Foley: Would you extend this to the
prospectors crushing at the State batteriest

M1r. JOHNSTON: I would give every' pos-
sible assistance to prospectors. If the lion.
mnemnher brings forward a reasonable pro-
posal of a specifi- nature, I think the House
will be prepared to do justice by it. At any
rate, there is a section of assisted settlers in
a hail way, and these men are compelled to

work their farms under the direction and
supervision of the inspector, who goes round
fron. farmn to farm and visit s each assisted
settler onmce a month, directing him as to the
manner in which he shall work his farm. The
settler is even told which portion of the land
he is to clear. The inspectors are specially
selected mnen, with very good knowledge of
agriculture and with local knowledge of
their respective districts. Undoubtedly the
advice and guidance initiated lately under
this systemL of regular supervison is a very
good thing for thle Government and for the
settlers as well.

Mr. 0 'Loghien: It is pretty costly, with
3(1 or 3q inspectors on.

Mr. JOHNSTON: They have a pretty busy
time. It is no picnic for them in those scat-
tered districts. The point is that the inspec-
tor directs the settlers' operations, the board
actually instruct him in detail. They instruct
him as to what proportion of early wheat he
shall plant. And unless the settler carries
out the inspector's directions the assistance
is no longer afforded him.

Mr. Foley: Are not the Government charg-
ing for that advice givenI

Mr, JOHNSTON: No, In the circnrn
stances it is quite clear that if the farmer
does not make a surplus on his year's herd
work it is not his fault. He is carrying out
the expert instructions of the official adviser,
and therefore it must be the fault either
of the season or of the land, Surely, there-
fore, it is unfair for the Industries Assist-
ance Board by a book entry to advance to the
Lands Department money which the settler
has never had, and then charge that settler
six per cent, until he pays it back. It Las
been said that this policy was carried on to
a large extent with a view to getting loan
mioney into revenue. I am glad to say I have
'lot heard the same measure of complaint
lately in regard to so much laud rent being
paid for assisted settlers against their wishes.
The Government have recognised the neces-
sity, for giving exemption in regard to the
pay ment of rent. We have told every new
settler that lie can get his land rent free for
the first five years. Surely, in these circum-
stances, since the assisted settlers are all
wor-king on the land, the Government can
afford to hold over their land rents where
those settlers cannot earu enough off the land
to pay those rents.

Mr. Holmian: Why not give the same privi-
lege to settlers not being assisted?

Mr. JOHNSTON: Settlers not being as-
sisted can make application and, under the
Act of last session, the Minister has power to
grunt them exemption for periods not exceed-
ing fire years.

Ron. P. Collier: Without fines?
Mr. JOHNSTON: Yes, no fine is imposed.

Tt is an extension uinder the Act. The pass-
ing of this money for rents is a mere book

entry; the settler does not earn the nioney.
Whx- should we credit the Lands Department
wvithi revenuie which the settler haes never
earnied? If ultimately the settler goes off his
block that mnoney is wrongly forfeited as rev-
ernue. It is a wrong thing to allow any Teoey
advanced by Parliament for the assistance of
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settlers to go into land rents. If the man
is working on the land, and if his year's op-
erations do not earn lead rents, the Lands
Department has the benefit of the improve-
nments on the property. It is an unfair charge
against assistance to settlers and it is using
the Industries Assistance Board for the pur-
pose of paying land rent which the properties
have not earned.

Mr. Holman: You want the Lands Depart-
ment to stand their chance of getting the rent.

Mr. JOHNSTON: That is so. If there
were no Industries Assisaince Board the Lands
JDepartmient wouild not get the money, and
would not dare to put the settler off the land.
We have never vet had a Minister who desired
to put the settler off )its property because he
could not pany his land rents. The present
Minister has a fixced desire to help the settlers,
and I trust that lie will show it further by
preventing the funds of the Industries As-
sistance Board from, being uimed in this way
for the conversion of loans into revenue.

Mr. Holnmnn: It is borrowed money practi-
cally going into revenue.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Yes, and the settler is
lbeing charged six per cent. interest, which he
w-ould not have to pay if there was no Indus-
tries Assistance Board. The relief I ask for
is urgently needed by a deserving section of
ctse comunity, working hard to build uip a
great industry. Only those settlers who have
suffered fron, drought and from adverse con-
ditions can be assisted under the Act, and
they can only continue to receive assistance
while they work their farms to the approval
of the inspector. I very much appreciate the
work the board has done, and I ani not mov-
ing the motion i any Carping spirit.

lion. P. Collier: 'No, you are moving it 01'
broad national lilies.

.%r. JOHNSTON: Yes, on broad national
lines, and f trust the leader of the Opposition
has a mind broad enough to recognise that
this is a national question. I leave the motion
in the hand of the Government and of lion.
nienlsers, feeling certain that the appeal to
their sense of justice will result in their ap-
proval of the motion.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES (Hon-
R. T. Robinson-Canning) [9.40]: 1 have
listened with great interest to the renmarks of
the mhover of the motion and T thank him very
much for the kindly way in which he has re-
ferred to ame as Minister, and to the board
which really does administer the affairs of the
farmers who are, what is called, on that board.
However, the question before the House is
whether the rents now payable by assisted
farmers should be held over. I wish to draw
attenition to one or tn-n matters bearing oa
that subject. It must he borne in mind that
almost every day, certainly every week, there
is a number of men who, having struggled
along for the last four years with the assist-
ance of the board, have cleared their way into
prosperity again, and once more become free
and independent farmers. During the last
four years those men have managed to climb
to that position and have paid their rents.
Outside of that class there is another class,
very numerous in Western Australa, the or-
'linary farmer, who is not on the hoard at all,

the independent farmer. I do not wish to
suggest to what extent he may, or may not, be
involved, but I feel perfectly sure that there
are very few farmers in Western Australia
who have not got a bank overdraft; and if in
the course of the year they have to pay their
rents, as they do, it adds to that bank over-
draft, and on that sum they pay interest, a
higher rate of interest than the interest
charged by the Industries Assistance Board.
If we are to agree to the motion it naturally
follows, in justice to the other farmers, that
we must treat then, all alike; in other words,
we must say that the farmners of Western
Australia, until they get Clear of their batik
overdrafts, need pay no rent at all. I hardly
think that eveni the greatest pessimist would
desire to place Western Australia in that
position. I want to point out another phase
of the matter-. The hall. member has beent
kind enough to refer to the statement I laid
oil the Table of the House the other day.
When farms get into such a deplorable condi-
tion that the board has to conclude that the
settlers cannot carry' them on any longer, and
they become, what is termied, abandoned or
hopeless farms, we cease to pay rent upon
then. I think we are quite right in doing
this, otherwise we would be doing an injustice,
and paying revenue directly out of loan
moneys, nioney which we can never recover.
The practice of the board is, therefore, when
a farmi has reached that stage, to cease pay-
ing the land rents. In the other classes, those
whom the members of the board can see that
with a little more nursing, care, and assistance
they can be carried safely through to an in-
dependent stage, the rents are paid in the
ordinary way. The rent of the land is really
the foundation of the whole business. It is,
so to speak, the start which keeps the roof
over the heads of the settler, his wife, and
his family.

Mr. Johnston: We are giving new settlers
five years rent free.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES:
That is quite a different proposition. That
concession is given for the purpose of en-
couraging flew meii. It is the most desirable
innovation in the laws of Western Australia.

.Mr. H. Robinson: Is that not given for
men who arc 12% miles from a railway?

The MI11NISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: The
hon. member is wrong. The member for Wil-
liamis-Narrogin, however, is quite correct in
saying that new settlers can get five years'
rent free. That is the suggestion of the mem-
ber for Albany, and it is the law of the State,
The settlers affected are in quite a different
category to those persons mentioned in the
motion. I do not think it helps the member
for Williams-Narrogin at all. The assisted
settler is in a different position from the or-
dinarv settler. He is immune from attack
by an~y creditor. Every mans on the Indus-
tries Assistance Board is protected by statute
front the rest of his creditors. Storekeepers,
merchants, and creditors of any, description
have to stand over and wait.

Mr. Johnston: Except the Government.
The MINISTER FOR INDtSTRIES: Who

have helped him in the distress he is now in.
The new settler has all these disabilities to
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face. He has to pay 20s. in thle pound to
everyone with whom hie comes in contact.
In order to encourage that man the Gov-
ernment have said under the Land Act
Amendment Act passed last year that for the
first five years we will give him rent free.
The member for Willi ams-Narrogi n said that
in special cases the Government might defer
the payment of rent and give exemption.
This section was incorporated in the Land
Act, 1915, and deals with leases already
granted-

In respect of any land held under con-
ditional purchase lease to which- the Act
applies, and Situated more than 121/2 miles
from a Station or siding of a railway, the
Minister may iii his discretion defer the
payment of rent for any period not exceed-
ing five years, and may extend the ternm of
the lease subject to the like provisions as
are contained in thle last preceding section.
In special eases to be approved by the
Minister this section 7hay be applied to
land situated within 121/A miles of a sta-
tion or siding of a railway.

I do not wish to cast aspersions upon any
one. We have farmners onl the board and
iiidependent farmers, although they may owe
money. If we give this special concession
to mecn who are on the Industries Assistance
Board, howr shall we ever expect to clear
them off tihe board? Will not many of the
farmers who are so deeply indebted, but not
on the board, at once wish to go on the board
so that they nify lie free of land rents?

Hon. IF. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): It would not be fair to keep them off.

The 'MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: That
is so. I am hoping, and working every day
of my life so that T may be able to tell th-e
House during my,, tern, of office that the InI-
dustries. Assistance Board has come to an
end, and that every man who is at present
assisted has been turned back into a free and
independent life, Suich as the farmeer should
enjoy.

Mr. Foley: Yon are only young yet, and
you still have a chance of realising this.

The MfIUSTER FOR TNDUSTRIES: I
venture to say that a succession of good Sea-
sons. will briug this about. The accounts of
those clients of the board that are bad must
be wiped off. Thme remnants that cannot he
finished with, I would snggest should be
handed over to thme Agricultural Bank, and the
Industries Assistance Board disbanded. I
feel that the time will soon come when the
functions of the hoard, which have been
given to it by Parliament, should cease.

Mr. Holnman: flow many approximately aire
you assisting now?

The INISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: I
think there are 2,378 farmers on the Board,
less 110, leaving a balance of 2,263. This
number is decreasing by five or ten every
week. I think I have given sufficient reason

- to justify the House in saying that it will
not agree to the motion of the hon. member.

On motion byv Mr. Foley, the debate ad-
joirned.

RET URt -PREEZJ.NG WORKS, WV D.
HAM.

Mr. 11. ROBINSON (Albany) [9.53]: T
Mliove-

''That a return be laid upon the Table
of the House showing-(a) the cost of the
Wyndham Freezing Works to the 31st Jan-
uary, 1918; (b) the anticipated cost when
completed; (c) tile mnaximum and mini-
mumin weekly wage paid to (1J) men, (2)
boys; (d) the hours worked; (e) the
amount paid to thle same date in passage
money for employees from Frenmantle to
WVyndban and back, and also the allowance
for lost time in travelling.''

My special reason for asking for this return
was to find out the -exact position of the
Wyndhamn freezing works, the probable time
of completion, and the probable cost. Is it
not possible at this late hiour to debate the
question of the work being dooe by contract
instead of under the day labouir system? As
the Minister is prepared to furnish this re-
turn, there is no need for mec to detain the
House any longer. I ther-efore move the
motion standing in may name.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George-M-~urray-Wellington) 19.55) : I
move an amendment-

''That after the word 'b' in the second
line the word 'now' be inserted."
Hon. P. Collier: What need is there for such

an amendment?
The Preumier: There is no need for it.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have the

return here, and I wish to lay it on the Table
now.

Hon,. P. Collier: The Minister is not pre-
vented from doing that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have con-
sulted the Speaker, and that is his advice.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [9.56]: f
suppose the aniendmenat does not make very
much difference, but it is departing from the
practice which has ever been observed since
I have been in the Rouse. The wording of the
motion is clear enough, and T cannot see why
the return should not be laid on the Table of
thle House without the insertion in the motion
of the word ''now.''

The Minister for Works: I shall have to
moGVe for leave to do that to-morrow.

The Premier: No.
Mr. HIOLMAN ('Murchisoni) [9.53] in viewv

of the promptitude of the Mlinister for Works
in being prepared to furnish this return before
it is moved for, it Seems to me that b6t is offer-
ing ain insult to his cIolleagues. 'Motions have
been moved many months ago and the re-
turns are not yet ready. There appears to he
soine idea that this return was prompted by
the Works Department for some reason or
other.

The Mfinister for Works: It has been ready
for three weeks. I was to have laid it on the
Table before, but was rufledl out of order. T
want to get rid of it.

"Mr, HOT1MAN: I hope the fact that the
Minister has carried this return about with
bim for three weeks will do him a lot of good.
At the same time this is costing a serious
reflection on his colleagues, in that motions
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for returns were carried in this House mnany
months ago, although the returns have not been
presented. By his amendment the Minister
shows how anxious he is to have this return
presented. Seeing that the lion, member n'ho
mioved the motion is desirous of having this
return, and that the Mlinister has had it re.ily
for three weeks, it will be rather diffictt to
ask the Minister to bold the matter over until
to-mnorrow, afternoon, and so overburden him.
self anti give imb extra work which he is not
capable of carrying out.

EThe Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. DRAPER (West Perth) [10.0):' [ Ini-
tend to oppose the amendment, firstly because it
is onmievessury, and secondly because I look
upon it as a reflection upon the member who
noove1 the motion. The member for Albany
(Mr. H. Robinson) asked for this return ini
good faith, and there eon be no object in the
amendment moved by the -Minister for Works,
who treats this unotion so davalierly.

Air. 0 'Loghlca: The amkendinent is not yet
seconded.

Mr. SPEAKFE: fn that ease it is not under
discussion.

Mr. DRAPER: I think I gin in order in pro-
testing against the amendment being moved.

.Mr. SPEARER: The amtendmnent is not 'in-
der discussion. The hon. member call protest
against the motion or support it. There is no
anmendlment before the House.

Mr. DRAPER: Then I support the motion.
Hon. 'W. C. AN'OWIN (North-East Fre-

miantle) 110.11: It is customary for a member
whlen moving for a return of this kind to give
reasons. That has not been done in this instance.
In my opinion, reasons are advisable, and even
necessary. lbefore members vote for the produc*
tion of a return of this kind-a return, more-
over, which has already been published in the
Press. The inference from the motion is that
something is wrong with the carrying on of the
works. The inference is that something outside
the usual system has been done in regard to the
men employed. When the member for Albany
gave notice of this motion, the Minister for
Works interjected suggesting the addition of
certain words; and the member for Albany fell
in with the uaggestion. I do not know whether
there is collusion between the two in this mat-
ter. At the suggestion of the Minister for Works
the mover added paragraph (e) to the motion.

The Minister for Works: I did that to pre-
rent the moving for another return.

Hall. W. C. ANOWIN: Ts that allT The men
in question were employed under the Port Dar-
win award. Any alteration in that award would
apply to then, also. They were sent sip from here
on the understanding that they should be paid
three-quarters of metropolitan rates during the
voyageI and that if thle y remained on the works
for 12 months their fares would be paid on the
return trip. Of course, if a man broke down in
health by reason of the climatic conditions, and
furnished a medical certificate to the effect that
his return south was necessary, that had to be
arranged. But any man who left the works
before completing 12 months' service, without
such a certificate, haed to pay his own fare back.
That was the arrangement made in all eases of

men being seat up there. The cost of the works
when comspleted it would be rather difficult for
the Minister to estimate, because there hare
been considerable additions to the works, in-
clusive of a new jetty which was not provided
for at all when Mr. Nevanas made the original
estimate of cost. The expense involved in that
jetty has been materially reduced owing to the
position in which the Public Works Department
find themselves at the present time, timber hav-
ing to be usedl in the construction, instead of
concrete as first specified. From the answers
given by the "Minister for Works recently to
certain questions, it appears that various men
on the works arc being paid 2s. per dlay less
than they should be paid.

The Minister for Works: Which of them?
Holf. A. C. ANGW[ 4: The carpenters.
The 'Minister for Works: They will get 2 s

9.1. extra as from the 1st April.
lion. 'W. C. ANGWIN: Carpenters are being

paid 22s. per day at Port Darwin.
The Minister for Works: When the agree-

meat with our carpenters is up, they will re-
ceive the same ratc.

Afr. SPEAKER: Order! The return will show
what wages the nen arc receiving. The lion.
member is not in order in discussing, tinder this
motion, rates of wages at Fort Darwin.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: There must be some-
thing underlying the motion, and it is only
fnir that hon. members should know exactly
what arc the conditions of employment on thle
works.

Mr. SPEAKER: The mover wants to know
the cost of the works, and what the men are re-
ceiving weekly. The return will show that.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The motion speaks of
maximum and minimum wages.

Afr.. SPEAKER: The return will show those
also. The lion. member cannot now discuss what
mn are being paid at Wyndham. The hon.
member can do that when the return is laid on
the Table.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I cannot do it then.
'.%r. SPEAKER: The hon. member can dis-

cuss anything on giving notice.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN:; I know all about

that. There must be something underlying
this.

Afr. SPEARER: I wish to remind the hon.
member that I do not think he can read into
this motion any insinuation. The motion
reads as follows:-

That a return be laid upon the Table of
the House showing (a) the cost of the
Wyndham Freezing Works to the 31st JTon-
nary, 1918; (b) the anticipated cost when
completed; (e) the maximumn and minimum
paid to the same date in passage money for
weekly wage paid to (i) men, (hi) boys;
(d) the hours worked; (e) the amount
employees from Fremantle to Wyndham and
back, and also the allowance for lost time
in travelling.
M~r. 0'Loghlen: That is five times we have

had] the motion read now.
.Mr. SPEAKER: There is no insinuation in

the motion. The hon. member is not in order
in discussing the motion from that diew-point.

Hor. W. C. ANOWIN: T wish to point out
that, while the motion may appear all right
to bon. members, it is published in the Press,
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When, previously, a return has been moved
for, mtembers have always had an opportunity
of discussing the items asked for. The right
to indulge in such discussion has never, to my
knowledge, been Previously denied. At the
same time, Sir, I bow to your ruling.

ir. SPEARER: I wish to make it clear to
the hon. member that I am not in any way
restricting him in dealing with the motion, or
with any part of the motion. T only point
out that there is ito insinuation in the motion
itself, and that the hon. member is not in
order in referring to some insinuation in the
motion when no insinuation is there.

Hon. AV. C. ANGWINq: I made those re-
mar-ks, Mir. Speaker, in reply to your statment
that the motion did not deal with wages.

Mr. SPEAKER: I said the motion did not
deal with wages at Port Darwin. The hon.
member said something to the effect that
wages werte 22s. a (lay at Port Darwin.

Hon. W. C. ANGWTN: I was merely point-
ing out that the samte conditions as applied at
Port Darwin alpplied at Wyndham.

[Ron. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
tr) : And then you immediately said they did

not.
1{on. WV. C. ANOWIN: I said the agree-

mient lid uiot. It is only fair that hon. min-
bets should realisei the position, and know
what it means. As regards the cost of these
works, it will he argued that the Government
did not exercise discretion in fixing the wages
pail to the men at Wyndham. That will be
the next point. But here is the position:
immediately the Port Darwin works were
completed, or almost completed, and only a
few men remained at Port Darwin, the Pert
Darwin wage was raised for the express pur-
Pose of increasing the cost at Wyndhamn. In
iny opinion, there is not the least doubt of
that; and horn. members should be made aware
of the position. I entertain no doubt that
litter, in connection with these works a" in
connection with other works, the men will be
accused of taking advantage of the Govern-
nient; whereas there will really be no grounds
whatever for an accusation of that kind. The
agreement is an agrecment, and should, as far
-is possible, be carried out to the letter on both
sides. I realise the difficulties of the Govern-
mient in regard to the Wyndham works. I
realise that the Minister cannot supervise the
works, but must depend entirely on the offi-
cers. He cannot go all the way to Wyndhanm
to see how the work is being carried out.
Tless the Government enter into a satisfac-
tory agreement regarding wages at Wynd-
ham, it will be impossible to regulate the
wages paid there, .1 rose chiefly for the pur.
Pose of explaining the conditions of the atn
at Port Darwin.

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion does not deal
"-ith any conditions.

liont. NV. C. ANOGWYN: I have finished,
Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister for Works
may lay the return on the Table now.

The 'Minister for Works laid the return on
the Table.

House adjourned at 10.10 p..

icoislative Council,
Thkursday, 28th. February, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

(For ''Questions on Notice'' and ''Papers
Presented'' see ''Minutes of Proceediags.'"]

QUESTION - PAPERS, GOVERNMENT
BOTANIST AND PLANT PATHOLO-

Hon. H. STEWART (without notice)
asked the Colonial Secretary: Will the Min-
ister see that all papers authorised by may
motion, referring to the transfer from the
Agricultural Department to the Mines De-
partmnent of the Botanical and Pathological
work, which was agreed to in the House on
Thursday last, be laid on the Table. I have
every reason to believe, front infornmation I
have received from Ministers and others,
that there are other papers which should
also be submitted. In fact, a perusal of the
files themselves shows that one mnute re-
ferred to is not there. Some of the files
referring to Mr. Wakefield and Dr. Stoward
go back to 1909 and 1911, bitt others deal-
ing with the position of the botanist and
pathologist start as late as the 27th Decent-
her. November 1st is the date on which the
first notice appeared in the Press and I be-
lieve there are papers prior to that date
which have not been placed on the Table
of the House.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied: I
will endeavour to get what the hon. mnem-
her wants. So far as I am aware all the
papers have been laid on the Table.

BILL-HEALTH ACT AM1ENDMENT.

Select Committee's Report.
Hon. W. KINGSMrLL bought up the re-

port of the select cotmmittee appointed to in-
quir-e into the Health Bill.

Report received and read.
Hion. W. KINOSMILL (Metropolitan)

[4.53]: 1 mov
"'That the report and the evidence be

pri nted."
I am submitting this motion with, a certain
amount of diffidence, because of the neces-
sity for avoiding all possible expense at this
juncture. But I feel sure that hon. memn-
hers, when they have an opportunity of
perusing the evidence which has been given
hefore the select committee, will realise that
this evidence deals with matters which
affect not only this Chamber, not only this
community, but it is of such wide reaching
interest and importance that it would be
committing a crime against the public
health, not only of this but of other com-
munities, if the evidence were not available
for future use. Pleading that, therefore,
as my excuse, I submit the motion.

Question put and passed.


